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Wany form, and that of the land bill, which has pass- 





















Symnages, verified by competent proofs, and demanded 


Nill be seen by the opinion of the president on the 
Proceedings of the court of inquiry at Frederick in 
Mm the case of gen. Scott, that he does not consider those 


§ dians, in the year 1836, and the military operations 
Pin the said campaign; and touching the delay, if any 


@ end, also, that the court, whilst confining its opinion 
: the information of the president. 


f “Globe” says—The proceedings of the court, in re- 
© ‘pect to the failure of the campaign under generals 


: hatever, it is stipulated that neither of the con- 


pplaint of injuries or damages, until the said party 


20d precision—especially as to time, 
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In the warehouse of the Messrs. Meeteer, de- 
stroyed by fire on the morning of the 4th inst. there 
was a large supply of paper manufactured express- 
ly for this publication, which was entirely consum- 
“4. Since that calamity we have, in consequence 
f the navigation being closed, been prevented from 
sceiving a further supply, and are compelled to 
print the present number on paper of inferior qua- 


jity. 
THE TARIFF AND LAND BILL. The Intelligen- 


cer of Wednesday says, that the ultimate fate of 
he tariff bill, (which is now before the senate), in 


od the senate and is now before the house of repre- 
sentatives, is altogether doubtful. 


Tue HON. SAMUEL McKeawn’s letter to the house 
of representatives of Pennsylvania, stating the rea- 
sons why he would not have voted for the expung- 
ng resolution, if he had been in his seat in the 
senate, is published in the present sheet. It creat- 
od a considerable sensation in the body to which it 
vas addressed; but at the last advices no final dis- 
nosition had been made of it. 





THE SUPREME couRT of the United States ad- 
journed on Thursday the 16th inst, The great case 
of the old and new bridge companies uf Boston, 

which was before it, was decided in favor of the new 
company. 





Mr. R. M. Wuitney was on Monday night 
ischarged from the custody of the sergeant-at- 
rrms by a vote of 102 yeas to 70 nays—the vote 
iaving been etfected through the agency of the 
previous question.” ‘The proceedings during. the 
seven days which were consumed in the examina- 
tion of witnesses in this case, &c. were of the high- 
pst interest and most novel character, and will be 
nserted at length, as soon as published—as we 
presuine they will be, in the “Intelligencer.” 





Retations wittH Mexico. [n our abstract of 
he proccedings of the senate, will be found the re- 
port of the committee of foreign affairs upon the 

essage of the president relating to our affairs 
ith Mexico. It is averse to an immediate resort 
0 reprisals, and recommends that one more op- 
ortunity be aiforded to Mexico to atone for the 
ast,in the form required by the S4th article of 
ne treaty with that republic, which provides that 
“if any of the articles contained in the present trea- 
ty shall be violated or infracted in any manner 


tracting parties will order or authorise any acts of 
eprisal, nor declare war against the other, on com- 


onsidering itself offended shall first have present- 
ed to the other a statement of such injuries or da- 


nstice and satisfaction, and the same shall have 
een either refused or unreasonably delayed.” 





Gen. Scort AND THE COURT OF INQUIRY. It 


Proceedings in accordance with the orders issued to 
the court, and that he has remitted them to that tri- 
unal to the end that it may resume the considera- 
tion of the evidence, and from the same, and from 
such further evidence as shall be taken, (in case the 
court shall deem it necessary to take further evi- 
ence), may ascertain and report, with distinctness 
lace, dis- 
tances, and other circumstances—all the facts touch- 
Ing the opening and prosecuting of the campaign in 
Georgia and Alabama against the hostile Creek In- 


ere was, in the opening or prosecuting of said 
Campaign, and the causes of such delay; and to the 


to the subject matters submitted to it, may fully and 
distinetly express its opinion on those matters for 


On publishing this opinion of the president, the 
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Gaines and Scott, against the Seminoles, so far as 
regards the case of major general Scott, have also 
been submitted to the president; but we understand 
that, in consequence ot the necessary connexion be- 
tween the cases of the two commanders, the presi- 
dent has suspended his examination of the proceed- 
ings in respect to major general Scott, until he shall 
have received the proceedings in the case of major 
general Gaines, when the whole subject will be 
taken up and disposed of. 


Gren. Garnes has completed his defeuce, which 
has been laid before the public through the “Bal- 
timore Patriot,” for which paper it was reported. 
We will, on the first opportunity, present it to our 
readers. 





Frour riot We have given the particulars of 
of the late disgraceful riot in New York. Several 
of the rioters have been indicted—but we hope the 
individuals who incited the mob to the brutal doings 
will not be permitted toescape. If the mob was, as 
stated, composed chiefly of foreigners, debased by 
intemperance and crime, and ignorant of our laws, 
the saine plea cannot be urged for the incendiary ora- 
tors, and they should be visited with a double share 
of punishment. 

One effect has resulted from the doings of the 
political economists! which will add to the distress 
of that class they affected a desire to relieve; the 
stock of flour having heen reduced, the price has 
naturally risen, and fifty cents per barrel more 
is now asked than was demanded previous to the 
mob! 


U.S. Senator. On the 7th inst. the hon. Silas 
Wright, jr. was rechosen by the legislature of N. 
York, asenator in the congress ofthe United States 
from that state for six years, from the 4th of March 
next. In the senate, the vote stood 23 to 3, and in 
the house 86 to 27. 





PresipenT Jackson. The following extracts 
are from the answer of the president to a. letter 
of certain members of the legislature inviting him 
to Harrisburgh, Pennsylvania: 

‘Washington, February 11th, 1837. 

‘Gentlemen: I had fondly hoped, until recently, 
that the restoration of my health would have put it 
in my power to comply with the kind wishes ex- 
pressed in your letter of the 17th December last, 
inviting me to Harrisburgh. 

“IT am now made sensible, by the tardy pace of 
my recovery—age—conspiring with a weight of 
business to press down a broken constitution, that 
I shall not be able to muster more than sufficient 
strength, if so much, as will enable me to sustain 
the journey directly to my home, with every pre- 
caution against extraordinary fatigue.’ * * * 

“That the people of Pennsylvania may always 
maintain the commanding attitude conferred by 
their independence and virtue, and which has con- 
tributed so much to the blessings of our common 
country, is my most fervent prayer—that they will 
always maintain it, I doubt not, unless they resign 
their own controlling authority, and become be- 
trayed by their agents, and then submit to the 
treachery, under the mistake that they are bound 
by the acts of faithless agents—gaming away their 
rights, and seeking to make the grant inviolable, 
by chartering away at the same time the rights of 
their successors. With great respect, I remain 
your friend and fellow citizen, 

ANDREW JACKSON.” 


Coneress. The “Intelligencer” of Thursday 
says—T he senate yesterday transacted business from 
11 to half-past 1 o’clock, and then adjourned, to 
enable those senators who were so disposed te pay 
their respects at the president’s house, opened for 
an hour or two, according to previous public no- 
tice, for the reception of visiters. The house of 
representatives, entrapped by the absurd usage 
which requires a suspension of its rules of proceed- 
ing to enable it to receive almost any motion, 
(which suspension requires the votes of two-thirds 
of the house to affect it), was unable to take a re- 
cess from half-past 1 to 4 o’clock, though a majority 
desired it. The consequence was, that, soon after 





Vot. LI.—Sice. 26. 


2 o’clock, the house found itself without a quorum, 





and, after endeavoring for an hour in vain to obtain 
a quorum for business, was fain to adjourn for want 
of one. 

There are on the docket of the house of represen- 
tatives something like eight hundred bills to be act- 
ed upon; and the committees go on adding daily to 
the number. Meanwhile, time runs. Seven busi- 
ness days only of the session now remain. 





FoREIGN NEWS. There have been several arri- 
vals from France and England since our last; but the 
news received by them is of little importance. The 
usual felicitations were made to Louis Philippe, on 
the commencement of a new year, but they contain 
no remarkable feature; even those of the diplomatic 
corps, which are generally looked to with some in- 
terest, are vague and unmeaning. 

It now appears, contrary to the last accounts by 
the way of England, that the assassin who made the 
last attempt on the life of the king, had no accom- 
plices. The individuals who had been arrested on 





suspicion of being connected with him, have been 
set at liberty. 

The political complexion of the French chamber 
of deputies has not been distinctly expressed by an 
further action on their part. The conduct of Louis 
Philippe, in declining to interfere in the affairs of 
Spain, in opposition to the opinion of M. Thiers, his 
late minister, seems to meet general approbation. 

The troops of the queen of Spain have apparently 
succeeded in relieving Bilboa, and causing the Car- 
lists to raise the siege of that place; but this does not 
appear to be a very important advantage. 





From Frortpa. The latest news from Florida 
is contained in a letter to the editors of the ‘National 
Intelligencer,”’ dated Fort Armstrong (E. F.) Fe- 
bruary 6, which says—General Jesup has just ar- 
rived from near the Everglades with the intelligence 
that Jumper and Alligator, two of the principal 
chiefs, were in his encampment at that place, and 
passports were given them to the 20th instant, for 
the purpose of bringing in their respective tribes at 
that time. They sentin the white flag by Abraham, 
the prophet and adviser of Micanopy, who states 
that his chief Micanopy (who is now the most pow- 
erful of the hostile chiefs) was also willing to give 
up. They say they are tired of fighting; that 
“Powell” (Oceola) is a bad man; and that he has 
not more than five or-six men with him. All the 
negroes that have been taken concur in this latter 
statement. 

It was expected that general Jesup would in a 
few d2ys march from Fort Armstrong to Fort Fos- 
ter, at which place the Indians were to come in on 
the 20th inst. 


Previous to gen. Jesup’s arrival at Fort Arm- 
strong he had made an excursion into the heart of 
the Incian country, having, in the course of the ex- 
pedition, effected the surprise, on the 24th ult. of 
the chief Cooper, in his strong hold. Cooper, 
his son, and a» inferior chief called Evucnu Cuar- 
LEy, and another Indian were killed. Cooprn’s 
family, with some 15 or 20 women and children, 
were captured on the 27th ult. A detachment fell 
in with a party of Indians and negroes, who fled in- 
to the Big Cypress Swamp, an impenetrable morass. 
They were pursued by a party of marines under 
col. HENDERSON, and a number of Creek Indians; 
a skirmish ensued, which resulted in our losing 2 
marines killed and 3 wounded, the enemy lost 2 
killed. They were pursued until dark, when the 
party returned to head quarters, having captured 
from 30 to 40 Indians and negroes, men, women and 
children. About 100 ponies, 50 of which were 
laden with packs, and 1,400 head of cattle, were ta- 
ken onthe 27th and 28th ult. 

John Pleasants, of the Washington city volunteers, 
a brave soldier, was killed near Tampa Bay not lon 
since by a party of Indians who were conceale 
behind a log—eleven balls entered his body, four of 
which penetrated to his heart. 

The Indians are scattered in small parties 
throughout the country and frequently commit de- 
predations and murders. ' 

The Tallahassee Intelligencer of the 4th instant 
says— 

The house of Mr. Sikes, on the Suwannee, was 
attacked last week by thirty Indians, in the day 





time. Mr. Sikes had seven guns in his house, 
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His wife reloaded them as they were discharged by 
him. The savages were at length forced to re- 
tire, having lost four of their number killed and 
several wounded. 

The house of Mr. Sheffield on the Aucilla, was 
attacked three days ago. Mr. Sheffield was severely 
wounded. Fortunately, he, together with his family, 
escaped. 

On Thursday, a party consisting of thirty men 
from St. Marks and Shell Point, went in pursuit of 
a et. of Indians lately seen about the Waculla. 
They appear to be dispersed every where in small 
plundering parties. 

Tue Creeks. Captain Page of 4th infantry U. 
S. army, is a letter from Fort Mitchell, Ala. (3d 
inst.) to gov. Schley, details the recent hostilities of 
the Indians in Alabama. Captain P. then proceeds 
to state that “general Wellborn who commanded a 
volunteer company, mustered into the U. S. ser- 
vice, trailed them up, and the Indians got into his 
rear and opened a fire on him, and disabled three 
men. The battle commenced, and lasted about a 
half an hour, and one man killed and five wounded. 
Among the wounded was gen. Wellborn, slightly, 
having the end of his finger shot off. At the com- 
mencement of the battle he had but 21 officers and 
men in the action; eleven of his command were kill- 
ed. I have sent to his relief a company of volun- 
teers from Franklin county, Georgia, and another 
from Tallapoosa county, Alabama. The three 
companies united, are in full pursuit of the hostiles. 

Gen. Wellborn thinks the number of Indians he 
had to contend with was about sixty. 

By the latest intelligence from the seat of war 
about sixty Indians had surrendered, and it was sup- 
posed that the excitement would now speedily sub- 
side. 

The Indians attacked the dwelling of Mr. Pugh 
on the 26th ult. and murdered that gentleman and 
a negro man and child. ; 

Mr. ApAMs AND THE Grosz. The following 
note was addressed by Mr. Adams to the editors of 
the Globe: 

House of representatives of U. S. Feb. 13, 1837. 


_ To the editors of the Globe: 


Sirs: In the report, published in this morning’s 
Globe, of the debate in the house of representatives, 
on the resolution Te the speaker to issue his 
warrant for the arrest of R. M. Whitney, my name 
is inserted in the list of yeas and nays, as voting 
upon the motion to lay that resolution on the table. 

The journal of the house will show, on that ques- 
tion, I did not vote at all. I was excused from 
voting on that and every other question affecting 
the personal rights of Reuben M. Whitney, for rea- 
sons expressly assigned by me, conformably to the 
rule of the house. 

I take this occasion to remark that, in the report 
of the debate, on the same day, upon the resolution 
offered by Mr. Taylor, there are considerable errors 
in the statement of what was said by me. I did not 
say that I believed the paper, purporting to be a pe- 
tition from slaves, to be a lorgerys designed as a 
hoax upon me; nor did I say that should not again 
attempt to present the petition. What I said was, 
that I now believed the paper to be a forgery by a 
slaveholding master, for the purpose of daring me 
to present a petition purporting to be from slaves. 
That having thus reason to believe it a forgery, I 
should not present it as a petition, whatever might 
be the decision of the house on the question before 
them. If I should present it at all, it would be to 
invoke the authority of the house to cause the au- 
thor of the forgery to be prosecuted for the forgery; 
which I certainly would do, if there were a compe- 
tent judicial authority to try the offender, and I 
could require and obtain evidence to prove the fact. 

I am not in the habit of considering a forgery, 
committed to deter a member of congress from the 
discharge of his duty, as a hoax. 

I am, with due respect, sirs, your obedient ser- 
vant, J. Q. ApamMs. 

Tux Jackson CHEESE. The president’s man- 
sion was, in pursuance of a notice in the “Globe,” 
opened to visitors on Wednesday the 22d instant. 
The following paragraph accompanied the notice. 

The Jackson cheese. ‘The great cheese whieh was 
made an offering to Mr. Jefferson, as the most ap- 

ropriate present which the farming class could 
Louder the president—the first who brought their 
influence to bear with its full and proper weight 
in the public administration—is outdone by the 
cheese which a patriotic citizen of New York, 
(colonel Meecham), sent more than a year ago to 

resident Jackson. The Jefferson cheese presented 
ty the citizens of Cheshire, Massachusetts, weigh- 
ed seven hundred and fifty pounds. The New York 
present is nearly four feet in diameter, two feet 


thick, and welt fourteen hundred pounds. It 
was transported through the state of New York 
with great parade to the place where it was ship- 
ped. Itreached Washington accompanied with a 
splendidly painted emblematic envelope. We un- 
derstand the president designs to offer this great 
cheese, which is finely flavored and in fine preser- 
vation, to his fellow citizens who visit him on 
Wednesday next. Mr. Jefferson’s cheese was the 
banquet of the east room in its unfinished state. 
The New York present will be served up in the 
hall of the president’s mansion. 


OPINION OF THE PRESIDENT 
On the proceedings of the court of inquiry ordered to 
investigate the causes of the delay in the campaign 

Sage the Creek Indians. 

he president has carefully examined the pro- 
ceedings of the court of inquiry recently held at the 
city of Frederick, by virtue of orders No. 65 and 
68, so far as the same relate to the causes of the de- 
lay in a and prosecuting the campaign in 
Georgia and Alabama, against the hostile Creek In- 
dians, in the year 1836; and has maturely consider- 
ed the opinion of the court on this part of the sub- 
ject referred to it. 

The order constituting the court directs it, among 
other things, “to inquire and examine into the causes 
ef the delay in opening and prosecuting the cam- 
paign in Georgia and Alabama, against the hostile 
Creek Indians, in the year 1836, and into every sub- 
ject connected with the military operations in the 
campaign aforesaid; and after fully investigating the 
same, to report the facts, together with its opinion 
on the whole subject, for the information of the pre- 
sident.” 

It appears, from the proceedings, that after the 
testimony of nine witnesses had been received by 
the court, and after more than one hundred docu- 
ments, bearing on the subject, had also been pro- 
duced in evidence, and after major general Scott had 
addressed the court on the subject, the court pro- 
ceeded to pronounce its opinion, as follows: 

‘‘Upon a careful examination of the abundant tes- 
timony taken in the foregoing case, the court is of 
opinion that no delay, whieh it was practicable to 
have avoided, was made by major general Scott in 
opening the campaign against the Creek Indians. 
On the contrary, it appears that he took the earliest 
measures to provide arms, munitions and provisions 
for his forces, who were found almost wholly desti- 
tute; and as soon as arms could be put into the hands 
of the volunteers, they were, in succession, detached 
and placed in position, to prevent the enemy from 
retiring upon Florida, and whence they could move 
against the main body of the enemy, as soon as 
equipped for offensive operations. 

«From the testimony of the governor of Georgia, 
of major general Sanford, commander of the Georgia 
volunteers, and many other witnesses of high rank 
and standing, who were acquainted with the topo- 
graphy of the country, and the position and strength 
of the enemy, the court is of opinion that the plan 
of campaign adopted by major general Scott, was 
well pei he ated to lead to successful results, and that 
it was prosecuted by him, as far as practicable, with 
zeal and ability, until recalled from the command, 
upon representations made by major re Jesup, 
his second ‘in command, from Fort Mitchell, in a 
letter bearing date the 20th of June, 1836, addressed 
to F. P. Blair, esq. at Washington, marked “private,” 
containing a request tiat it be shown to the presi- 
dent, which letter was exposed and brought to light 
by the dignified and magnanimous act of the presi- 
dent, in causing it to be placed on file in the depart- 
ment of war, as an official document, and which 
forms part of these proceedings, (see document No. 
214). Conduct so extraordinary and inexplicable 
on the part of major general Jesup, in reference to 
the character of said letter, should, in the opinion of 
the court, be investigated.” 

The foregoing opinion is not accompanied by any 
report of the facts in the case, as required by the 
order constituting the court; on the contrary, the 
facts are left to be gathered from the mass of oral 
and documentary evidence contained in the proceed. 
ings; and thus a most important part of the duty as- 
signed to the court remains unexecuted. Had the 
court stated the facts of the case, as established to 
its satisfaction by the evidence befcre it, the presi- 
dent, on comparing such state of facts found by the 
court, with its opinion, would have distinctly under- 
stood the views entertained by the court in respect 
to the degree of promptitude and energy which 
ought to be displayed in a campaign against Indians 
—a point manifestly indispensable to a correct ap- 
preciation of the opinion, and one which the presi- 
dent’s examination of the evidence has not supplied, 
inasmuch as he has no means of knowing whether 
the conclusions drawn by him from the evidence 








agree with those of the court. 


The opinion of the court is also Wibinnien 
and wanting in requisite precision; inasmuch “9. 
states that “no delay, which it was practicable to ha . 
avoided, was made by major general Scoit, in openi 7 
the campaign against the Creek Indians, &e. & ne 
thus leaving it to be inferred, but not distinetiy 4, 

ing, that there was some delay, and that it was ok 
by some person other than major general Scott: “a ‘ 
out specifying in what such delay consisted, y),,, 
it occurred, how pe it continued, nor by When 7 
was occasioned. ad the court found’ a State . 
facts as required by the order constituting it, the 4 
certainty now existing in this part of the opinic, 
would have been obviated, and the justice of the 
opinion itself readily determined. j 


That part of the opinion of the court which ap; 

madverts on the letter addressed by major genenj 
Jesup to F. P. Blair, esq. bearing date the 20th o 
June, 1836, and which presents the same as a sub. 
ject demanding investigation, appears to the presi. 
dent to be wholly unauthorised iy the order consti. 
tuting the court, and by which its jurisdiction ya, 
confined to an inquiry into the causes of the del, 

in opening and prosecuting the campaign against 
the hostile Creeks, and into such subjects as wer 
connected with the military operations in that cam. 
paign. The causes of the recall of major gener 
Scott from the command, and the propriety or jn. 
propriety of the conduct of general Jesup in writin 
the letter referred to, were not submitted to the court 
as subjects of inquiry. The court itself appears ty 
have been of this opinion, inasmuch as no notice 
was given to gen. Jesup of the pendency of the pro. 
ceedings, nor had he any opportunity to cross exa. 
mine and interrogate the witnesses; nor to be heard 
in respect to his conduct in the matter remarked oy 
by the court. 

For the several reasons above assigned, the pre- 
sident disapproves the opinion of the court, and re. 
mits to it the proceedings in question, to the end 
that the court may resume the consideration of the 
evidence; and from the same, and from such further 
evidence as shall be taken, (in case the court shail 
deem it necessary to take further evidence), may 
ascertain and report, with distinctness and precisicn 
—especially as to time, place, distances and other 
circumstances—all the facts touching the opening 
and prosecuting of the campaign in Georgia and 
Alabama against the hostile Creek Indians, in the 
year 1836, and the military operations in the said 
campaign: and touching the delay, if any there waz, 
in the opening or prosecuting of said campaign, 
and the causes of such delay; and to the end, also, 
that the court, whilst confining its opinion to the 
subject matters submitted to it, may fully and dis- 
tinctly express its opinion on those matters for the 
information of the president. 

The secretary of war ad interim will cause the 
proceedings of the court on the subject of the cam- 
paign against the Creek Indians, with the documen- 
tary evidence referred to therein, and a copy of the 
foregoing opinion, to be transmitted to major general 
Macomb, president of the court, for the proper ac- 
tion thereon. ANDREW JACKSON. 

Washington, Feb. 14, 1837. 





THE NAVY—OFFICIAL. 
Navy depariment, Feb. 18, 1837. 

In consequence of the subjoined letter from lieu- 
tenant Samuel W. Downing, of the United States 
navy, declaring his conviction of the impropriety 
of his charges and publications against captain 
Thomas ap Catesby Jones, president of the court 
martial convened in the city of Baltimore, in the 
month of July, 1835, for the trial of purser William 
P. Zantzinger, and against the members of the said 
court and their proceedings—his regret that said 
charges and publications were so made and publish- 
ed by him, and his retraction of them—the pres- 
dent of the United States has been pleased to re- 
mit the sentence of the general naval court mal- 
tial convened in the city of Washington on the 27th 
of December last, for his trial,and lieutenant Sa- 
muel W. Downing has been restored to duty. 


Washington city, Feb. 13, 1837. 

Str: It having been intimated to me that a retrac- 
tion is required of my éommunication published in 
the Army and Navy Chronicle, in whieh it is alleg- 
ed or implied that captain Thomas ap Catesby Jones 
violated his oath as a member of the court martial, 
&c. and that he drew up the sentence of the court, 
and procured a vote by which the offensive remarks 
applied to me were made a part of their finding, 
and inserted in their proceeding; the same having 
been adjudged by the late court martial, upon 4” 
examination of the evidence laid before them to be 
a libel; and being convinced of the impropriety © 
those publications, I have no hesitation in sayin§ 





that I submit cheerfully to the opinion of the court, 
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et that the charges were made and publish- 


eX now retract them, and request that they 


i, considered as not having been made, and 
a that the frankness of my declaration may 


, satisfactory to the department, to captain Jones 
! the other members of the court upon whose 
onduct these publications reflect. Most respect- 


obedient servant, 
ai itel | S. W. DOWNING. 
the hon. Mahlon Dickerson, secretary of the navy. 


THE ARMY—OFFICIAL. 
GENERAL ORDER, NO. 2. 

sajutant general’s office, Washington, Feb. 3, 1837. 

j—The secretary of war, ad interim, has received 
e following resolution from the senate of the U. 
oe That the secretary of war be requested 
p cause an examination to be made by a board of 
vficers, into the improvements in fire-arms made 
1y Hall, Cochran, Colt and the baron Hackett; end 
hat the general results be presented to the senate 
n tabular statements, showing the advantages of 
ach in all important military points of view, and 
especially as ame 

1. The celerity of fire. 

9, The extent of the recoil. 

3. The efficiency of the fire. 

4, The inconvenience from heated barrel in ra- 
pid firing. : : 

5. The capacity of being used asa rifle. 

. The simplicity and cheapness of construction. 
. Durability. 

. Saving of ammunition and appendages. 

. The number of charges which may be carried 
by an infantry soldier. 

10. The advantages when used against a charge 
fof cavalry. 

11. The advantages when used by cavalry. 

Ii—In conformity with the provisions of the 
foregoing resolution, the secretary directs that a 
board, to be composed of the following officers, to 
wit: 

Brev. brig. general J. R. Fenwick, colonel of the 
4th artillery; 

Brevet brig. general N. Towson, paymaster ge- 
neral; 

Col. G. Croghan, inspector general; 

Brev. lieut. col. Worth, ordnance; 

Lieut. col. Wainewright, marine corps; 

Lieut. col. Talcott, ordnance; 

Capt. B. Huger, ordnance; 
be assembled at the Washington arsenal on Mon- 
day, the 20th of February instant, at 11 o’clock, 
for the purpose of making a thorough examination 
of the improvements in fire arms made by Hall, 
Colt, Cochran and the baron Hacke?‘t, in the man- 
ner and mode specified in the resolution. 

I1I—The board will report the general results, 
for the information of the secretary of war, in ta- 
bular form, showing the utility of each fire-arm in 
all important military points of view, as required 
by the resolution; and will also report such further 
information on the subject as they may be able to 
communicate, with their opinion on the relative 
advantages of the several improvements submitted 
to their examination. 

First lieut. J. N. Macomb, of the artillery, and 

aid-de-camp, will record the proceedings of the 

board. By order: ROGER JONES, 
Adjutant general of the army. 





a coos SS VY 


! GENERAL ORDER, NO. 3. 
Adjutant general’s office, Washington, Feb. 7, 1887. 
A general court martial will assemble at the 
hew barracks, in Savannah, Georgia, on the 9th of 
arch, 1837, or as soon thereafter as practicable, 
for the trial of major William Gates, of the second 
regiment of artillery, and such prisoners as may be 
brought before it. The following named officers 
tre hereby detailed to constitute the court, being of 
the highest rank, and the greatest number that can 
© convened without manifest injury to the service. 
Brevet brigadier general H. Brady, col. 2d infan- 
ity; col. W. Lindsay, 2d artillery; brevet col. J. B. 
Walbach, Ist artillery; col. D. E. Twiggs, 2d dra- 
booms; lieut. col. J. Bankhead, 8d artillery; lieut. 
col. R, Cummings, 2d infantry; brevet major M. 
- Lomax, 3d artillery; brevet major J. Irving, 4th 
artillery; brevet major T. F. Hunt, 5th infantry; 
captain G. S. Drane, 2d artillery; captain P. H. 
Galt, 4th artillery; first lieut. W. C. De Hart, 2d 
regiment of artillery, judge advocate. 
I. In case of the non-attendance of any of the 
embers cf the court at the time and place men- 
oned, in consequence of sickness or other unavoid- 
“le cause, the court will be organized with an 
tumber not less than seven, and, so constituted, 
Proceed with the trial. 


By order of major general Macomb: 


GENERAL ORDER, No. 4. 

Adjutant general’s office, Washington, Feb. 22, 1837. 
In consequence of the duties in which several of 
the officers detailed as members of the general court 
martial, ordered to assemble at Savannah, Georgia, 
on the 9th of March, pursuant to “general order’? 
No. 3, are now engaged, the said court will not be 
able to convene sooner than the 31st of March; when 
the officers concerned will severally appear in per- 
son accordingly. By order, 

R JONES, adjutant general. 





THE FLOUR-RIOT IN NEW YORK. 

The following particulars of the late riot in New 
York are from the New York Commercial Adver- 
tiser of the 14th inst. and are placed on record to 
enable the future historian to trace the downward 
course of this republic: for we are fully convinced, 
that unless such disgraceful acts are promptly pun- 
ished by the arm of public justice, the spirit which 
dictated them will openly reveal itself against other 
interests, also deemed sacred, and substitute the law 
of force, for the statute and moral law, and ulti- 
mately overthrow every thing deemed valuable in 
our political and civil institutions. 


Whoever will turn to the history of the French 
revolution of 1789, will find that the “death dance” 
was commenced by mobs clamoring for bread, 
marching in procession, and committing outrages 
against the bakers. In view of this fact, we have 
watched the signs of the times in this city, and other 
parts of the country, with the greater apprehension. 
A meeting was held at the Broadway Tabernacle, 
some two or three weeks since to consider and act 
upon the subject of the high price of provisions. 
True, an attempt was made to ingraft its proceedings 
upon the temperance cause, by attributing the high 
prices of flour and grain to the distilleries —But we 
liked it not—seeing nothing but evil from its inevit- 
able tendency. 

With still greater dislike did we view the notice 
for a public meeting in the Park, yesterday after- 
noon, arranged under the auspices of those precious 
Jackson-jacobins, Moses Jacques and Alexander 
Ming, jr. The following is a copy of the notice 
which was not only published in the agrarian papers, 
but placarded through the city: 

[ Here follows the notice calling the meeting, in- 
serted in the last “ReeGistTER,”’ page 400.] 


Such, however, was not the case. At 4 o’clock, 
a concourse of several thousands had convened in 
front of the City Hall—composed, as we are assured, 
of the very canaille of the city—and combining 
within itself all the elements of outrage, riot and re- 
volution. Moses Jacques was elected as the fitting 
chairman, of such a meeting. But order was not 
the presiding genius on the occasion, and the meet- 
ing was divided into various groups, each of which 
was harangued by some chosen demagogue, after 
his own fashion, and on his own account. 


Conspicuous among the orators was Alexander 
Ming, jr. a patriot who has several times been ho- 
nored as one of the candidates for the office of register 
of this city.—His discourse, on the present occasion, 
is represented as having been less exciting and in- 
flammatory than were those of his fellow orators, as 
he confined himself to the currency question—en- 
forcing the doctrines of his great colleague of re- 
form colonel Benton—and advising people to discard 
bank notes, and receive nothing but the precious 
metals. Atthe close of his harangue, Ming intro- 
duced a set of resolutions, of the character of which 
we are no further informed than that one of them 
Lal icy a memorial to the legislature, praying the 
prohibition of all bank notes under the denomina- 
tion of one hundred dollars. The illustrious Bento- 
nian patriot was then uplifted upon the shoulders of 
the sovereign mob, and borne proudly aloft over to 
Tammany Hall. 


There were other speakers, however, who came 
directly to the businees of the meeting, and, in the 
moat exciting manner, denounced the landlords, and 
the holders of flour, for the prices of rents and pro- 
visions. One of these orators, in the course of his 
address, after working upon the passions of his au- 
dience until they were fitted for the work of spoil 
and outrage, is reported to have expressly directed 
the popular vengeance against Mr. Eli Hart, who 
is one of our most extensive flour dealers on com- 
mission. ‘Fellow-citizens!” he exclaimed, ‘Mr. 
Hart has now 53,000 barrels of flour in his store; let 
us go and offer him eight dollars a barrel, and if he 
does not take it’’—here some person touched the 
orator on the shoulder, and he suddenly lowered his 
voice, and finished his sentence by saying, ‘‘we 
shall depart from him in peace.” 


The hint was sufficient; and a large body of the 
meeting moved off in the direction of Mr. Hart's 





R. JONES, adjutant general. 


streets. The store is a very large brick building, 

having three wide but strong iron doors npen the 

street. Being apprised of the approach of the mob, 

the clerks secured the doors and windows; but not 
until the middle door had been forced, and some 

twenty or thirty barrels of flour or more, rolled into 

the street, and the heads staved in. At this point of 
time Mr. Hart himself arrived on the ground, with 

a posse of officers from the police. he officers 
were assailed by a portion of the mob in Dey street, 
their staves wrested from them, and shivered to 
pieces. The number of the mob not being large at 
this time, the officers succeeded in entering the store, 

and for a short time interrupted the work of destrue- 

tion. 

The mayor next arrived at the scene of waste and 

riot, and attempted to remonstrate with the infatu- 

ated multitude on the folly of their conduct—but to 

no purpose; their numbers were rapidly increasing, 

and his honor was assailed with missiles of all 

sorts at hand, and with such fury that he was com- 

elled toretire. Large reinforcements of the rioters 

aving arrived, the officers were driven from the 

field, and the store carried by assault—the first iron 

door torn from its hinges, being used as a battering 
ram against the others. The desiructives at once 
rushed in, and the windows and doors of the lofts 
were broken open. And now again commenced the 
work of destruction. 

Barrels of flour, by dozens, fifties and hundreds 
were tumbled into the street from the doors, and 
thrown in rapid succession from the windows, and 
the heads of those which did not break in falling, 
were instantly staved in. Intermingled with the flour, 
were sacks of wheat by the hundred, which were 
cast into the street, and their contents thrown upon 
the pavement. About one thousand bushels of 
wheat, and four or five hundred barrels of flour, were 
thus wantonly and foolishly as well as wickedly de- 
stroyed. The most active of the destructionists were 
foreigners—indeed the greater part of the assem- 
blage was of exotic origin; but there were probably 
five hundred or a thousand others, standing by and 
abetting their incendiary labors. 


Amidst the falling and bursting of the barrels and 
sacks of wheat, numbers of women were engaged, 
like the crones who strip the dead in battle, filling 
the boxes and baskets with which they were provid- 
ed, and their aprons, with flour, and making off with 
it. One of the destructives, a boy, named James 
Roach, was seen upon one of the upper window silis, 
throwing barrel after barrel into the street, and cry- 
ing out withevery throw—“here goes flour at eight 
dollars a barrel!’? Early inthe assault, Mr. Hart's 
counting room was entered, his books and papers 
seized and scattered tothe winds. And herein, pro- 
bably, consists his greatest loss. : 


Night had now closed upon the scene, but the 
work of destruction did not cease until strong bedies 
of police arrived, followed, soon afterward, by de- 
tachments of troops. The store was then cleared 
by justices Lownds and Bloodgood, and several of 
the rioters were arrested, and despatched to Bride- 
well, under charge of Bowyer, of the police. On 
his way to the prison, he and his assistants were as- 
sailed, his coat torn from his back, and several of 
the prisoners were rescued. Several more, how- 
ever, were afterwards captured and secured. 


Before the close of the proceedings at Hart’s store, 
however, the cry of “Meech” was raised—where- 
upon a detachment of the rioters crossed over to 
Centies slip, for the purpose of attacking the estab- 
lishment of Meech & Co. but the store of S. H. 
Herrick & Co. coming first in their way, they com- 
menced an attack upon that. The windows were 
first smashed in with a shower of brick-bats, and 
the doors immediately afterwards broken. Some 
twenty or thirty barrels of flour were then rolled 
into the street, and the heads of ten or a dozen 
knocked in. 


The number of the rioters engaged in this work 
was comparatively small and they soon desisted 
from their labors—probably from an intimation that 
a strong body of the police were on the way 
thither. Another account is that they were in- 





duced to desist from the work of misehief, by an 
assurance from the owner, that if they would spare 
the flour, he would give it all to the poor to-day. 
Be this, however, as it may, the officers were 
promptly on the spot, and by the aid of the citizens 
who collected rapidly, the wretched rabble was dis- 
persed—some thirty or forty of them having been 
taken and secured, at the two points of action. Un- 
fortunately, however, the ringleaders escaped al- 
most if not quite to a man. 

It would probably be unjust to say, that these 
riots, and the plunder of Mr. Hart were part and par- 
cel of the original design of the meeting; or that all 
the signers to the call anticipated such a termination 





store, in Washington, between Dey and Courtland 


of their proceedings. But there is strong circumstan- 
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tial evidence that all are not innocent. Efforts have 
been making, in a portion of the penny press—that 
last and most efficient invention of Satan—for some 
time past, to aronse the popular indignation against 
Messrs. Hart and Herrick, and, as the event has 
Another cir- 
cumstance indicative of a preconcerted design to 
plunder those warehouses, is mentioned by one of 
our morning cotemporaries. 

A letter was recently found in the park, with an 
anonymous signature, and addressed to a Mr. W. 
Lennox, informing him that the store of Hart & Co. 
was to be plundered one of these nights by a large 

arty of persons, and that in order to enable them 
. carry their designs into execution, two alarms of 
fire were to be given, one near the Battery, and 
another higher up the city, and that whilst the 
watchmen and police were assembled at those two 
points, the conspirators were to break open the 
store and carry of as much flour as they could. 
This letter was brought to the high constable, Jacob 
Hays, who showed it to Hart & Co. Besides this, 
other anonymous letters of asimilar import came to 
the hands of the mayor, who caused their contents 
to be made known to Hart & Co. 

If these things are so, the city authorities are 
greatly to blame that efficient measures for the pre- 
servation of the peace of the city, were not concert- 
ed in anticipation of the meeting. The evening 
was the regular time of the meeting of both boards 
of the common council. They assembled as usual; 
but such was the condition of the city, that they 
immediately adjourned, and the members at once 
placed themselves upon the peace establishment. 
At 8 o’clock all was quiet. We took a stroll over 
the scene of the principal riot, wading, for a con- 
siderable distance, half leg-deep in flour and wheat, 
Several hundreds of people were yet lingering 
about, but the police were strong and patrols of 
troops frequent. We saw several women stealing 
away with small sacks of flour; but the weather 
was too intensely cold for people long to remain 
abroad—and before nine all was deserted and still. 
Thus has ended the first attempt of the sovereign 
wisdom of this country to reduce the price of provi- 
sions, by reducing the quantity in market. 

The troops on duty were detachments from the 
national guards, under col. Smith, and from col. 
Helas’ regiment. The night was bright moonlight, 
and the glittering of the burnished armor made 
quite a striking appearance. Unfortunately, the 
spirit of insubordination to the restraints of law, is 
eo widely diffusing itself, that it is necessary to 
keep this armour in a state of effective preparation. 

Since the above was in type we have received 
the following card. 

A CARD. 

{c$ An erroneous impression seems to prevail 
thatthe subscriber has purchased up and monopoliz- 
ed the flour in market, which he holds at an exor- 
bitant price. He assures the public, that there is 
no flour in the city to any extent, but what is the 
property of millers in the country, and is held by 
the agents here, and under the control of the owners; 
the agents having no farther interest in the price 
than the commissions they receive. 

The great scarcity of grain throughout the coun- 
try may be quoted as the cause of the advance in 
the price of flour, which at twelve dollars yields 
but a bare profit, and that the stock now on hand 
may be estimated at not more that half of last year. 

It is needless to say that the destruction of the 
article cannot have a tendency to reduce the price, 
nor can there be any disposition to injure the real 
owners of the article, by assailing the stores of the 
agents. ELI HART & CO. 


RICHARD M. JOHNSON’S LETTER. 
To the senate of the United States: 

GENTLEMEN—I have received, with no ordinary 
emotions, the notice through your committee, of my 
election to the office of vice president of the United 
States by the senate. I accept the station assigned 
me. This token of regard from the representatives 
of the states, will ever be held in grateful recollec- 
tion. Permit me to tender vou my sincere thanks. 

Observing that your decision is in harmony with 
a majority of the states, and a moiety of all the elec- 
tors in the primary colleges, my gratification is 
heightened, from the conviction that the senate, in 
the exercise of their constitutional prero tive, con- 
curred with, and confirmed the wishes both of the 
states and of the people. Called, in virtue, of this 
preferment, to reside in the deliberations of your 
enlightened body, from and after the 3d of March 
next, permit me to make use of this opportunity to 
say, that I cannot feel insensible to difficulties which 
I must anticipate, and the frequent occasion I may 
have for yourforbearance. Though for thirty years 
a member of one or the other of the two houses of 
congress, yet I have never been accustomed to pre- 





side, even temporarily, over either, or in _ deli- { 
berative assembly. My attention has generally been 

engrossed by the more immediate acts of legislation, 
without special regard to the minuteness of rules 
and orders, so necessary to the progress of business, 
and so important to the observance of the presiding 
officer. 

Contemplating the character of my distinguished 
predecessor, and considering my deficiency in point 
of talent, and the want of experience for the appro- 
priate duties of the station, it is impossible for me to 
overcome entirely the diffidence with which I meet 
this call of my fellow citizens. But this reflection 
will always console me, that any errors on my part 
will effect me personally rather than the public; the 
intelligence of the senate will guard the country from 
any injury that might result from the imperfections 
of its pace officer, and its magnanimity will 
cover those imperfections with the veil of charity. 
In this conclusion, I find a warrant in a 
among the members of your body many friends wit 
whom I have been associated in public life. It is 
only in the event of an equal division of the senate 
that the presiding officer is called upon to give his 
vote. y hope is, that there may be always a suffi- 
cient unanimity to prevent such a contingency. If, 
however, it should happen, this will be familiar to 
me, and I shall perform it without embarrassment. 
In exercising this power, I shall expect the same in- 
dulgence that [ have ever extended to others, where 
differences of opinion existed. 

To the senate the most important trusts are com- 
mitted. Its duties are legislative, executive, and, 
in certain contingencies, judicial. As citizens, every 
branch of our government is dear to us; but, from 
my more immediate relation to this, by your choice, 
I shall regard it with special interest. It stands pre- 
emiuentin talent and character. In presiding over 
its deliberations, it shall be my effort to act with 
perfect respect and impartiality towards every mem- 
ber, and endeavor by this course of conduct, to me- 
rit the approbation of all. R. M. JOHNSON. 

City of Washington, Feb. 10, 1837. 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 
From the Intelligencer of Saturday, Feb. 11. 

The publishers of this paper had the honor yes- 
terday to receive from the department of state the 
following letter: 

Department of state, Washington, Feb. 9, 1837. 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton, 
Publishers of the National Intelligencer: 

GENTLEMEN: The subscription, on the part of 
this department, for sixteen copies of your semi- 
weekly, and one copy of your daily paper, for the 
legations abroad, will cease on the expiration of the 
period for which that subscription has been paid. 
I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

EDW’D STUBBS, gent. 

To this letter we have done ourselves the pleasure 
to return the following reply: 

Office of the National Intelligencer, Feb. 10, 1837. 

Srr: We have received your letter directing a 
discontinuance of certain papers ordered from this 
office by the department of state, after the time to 
which they are paid for. In conformity to our 
usage in such cases, not to send the National Intel- 
ligencer to any subscriber one moment longer than 
he desires to continue to receive it, we have direct- 
ed the papers in question to be discontinued from 
this day, that is to say, sixteen copies of the Na- 
tional Intelligencer and one copy of the Daily Na- 
tional Intelligencer. 

As the subscription to those papers is paid for up 
to the 26th day of August next, the total amount so 
overpaid being $57 42, we have, also in accordance 
with what we have heretofore done in such cages, 
refunded the amount paid in advance, by this day 
placing to your credit in the bank of the Metropo- 
lis the above sum of $57 42. We are, very respect- 
fully, your obedient servants, 

GALES & SEATON. 

Edward Stubbs, esq. agent, department of state. 

We may, we presume, without any violence of 
construction, place this measure on the part of the 
honorable secretary of state to political account. 
We regret that so veteran a politician has not learnt 
to look on occasional differences of opinion on pub- 
lic questions (for we have not always differed) 
with more philosophy; and that he should have 
been impelled by his feelings thus suddenly to cut 
off from the legations of his government in foreign 
countries a source of information with which they 
have been supplied from the department of state 
under every change of administration, and every 
phase of party, now for near forty years. But 
though it is the misfortune of the Intelligencer to 
have thus suffered proscription at the hands of the 
honorable secretary, we know that our ministers 








a 
determined that the public interest shall not, ax 
as we can prevent it, suffer by keeping them in ; 

norance (except as officially advised) of what j, . 
ing on at home, or, what is as bad, giving the 
one-sided views of public affairs, we shall reen),.. 
forward files of the National Intelligencer from { 
office, beginning this day, to each of our ministe 
charge d’affairs and consuls-general abroad ¢. 
which they will individnally pay the publish, 
they think proper, but which, if they a Not, they 
are still welcome to. If their government acts yp ' 
such contracted or penurious principles as to rofy, 
them light, it shall not be our fanlt if they are ke 

in benighted ignorance of the alfairs of their wd 
country. 





LEGISLATURE OF DELAWARE. 
Resolutions of the Legislature of Delaware, in 19) 
tion to expunging a certain resolution on the jour 
nal of the senate. 
IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, FEB. 7, 18 

Whereas the president of the United States, jy 
the month of September, 1833, by an abuse of | 
power of Pay to office, did cause the publi 
money of the United States to be removed from ty 
custody of the bank of the U. States, where it hy 
been deposited by law, subject only to be remove; 
by the secretary of the treasury, upon good ary 
sufficient reasons, to be exhibited to congress, ay; 
did declare that he assumed the responsibility 
that act; an act which this general assembly believs 
was pernicious in its consequences, and derogato 
to the public faith, as well as subversive of the co; 
stitution; and whereas the senate of the Unity 
States, on the 28th day of March thereafter, up 
full consideration of said act of the president of th 
United States, and in the exercise, as this gene 
assembly solemnly believes, of its constitution 
power, did declare its opinion of the said act, an 
caused that opinion to be recorded in its journal, i 
the words following, viz: 

“‘ Resolved, That the president, in the late execu 
tive proceedings in relation to the public revenu 
has assumed upon himself authority and power x 
conferred by the constitution and laws, but in den 
gation of both.” 

And whereas a resolution was adopted by 
senate of the U. States, on the 16th day of Janua 
inst. in the words following, viz: 

‘Resolved, That the said resolve [meaning tb 
aN resolution] be expunged from the journa 
and for that purpose, that the secretary of the se 
nate, at such time and place as the senate may: 
point, shall bring the manuscript journal of the se 
sion of 1833-’34 into the senate, and, in the pr 
sence of the senate, draw black lines round the sail 
resolve, and write across the face thereof, in stron 
letters, the following words: ‘Expunged by order¢ 
the senate, this sixteenth day of January, in th 
year of our Lord 1837.’” 

And the said secretary did, thereupon, produ 
the said journal, and, according to the direction 0 
the said resolution, did draw black lines around! 
resolution of the 28th March, 1834, as it was recor! 
ed in the said journal, and wrote across the {ac 
thereof, the words “expunged by order of the senalé 
this 16th day of January, in the year of our Lo 
1837,” thereby altering, defacing, and mutilating 
public record: iw 

And this general assembly, solemnly believing! 
the truth and justice of the resolution of the % 
of March, 1834, and in the full and perfect right! 
the senate, under the constitution, to adopt the sa 
cannot but view, with the strongest feelings o! © 
demnation, an act which, in their judgment, contr 
verts a solemn truth, violates the constitution, > 
destroying that which the constitution enjoins sh 
be kept, and directly invades the sights of the se’ 
ral states of this confederacy, each of which ha 
property in the journal of the senate, as that is! 
only record from which it can derive a knowle“s 


j of the votes and acts of its representatives in! 


body#'and for the purpose, as well of vindicali 
the rights of this state in the premises, as of 500" 
or later reestablishing the constitutional pow®'’ 
the senate of the United States, and of vindical 
the constitution itself, by the restoration of | 
journal of the senate, so that it shall remain a tr 
and faithful record of the acts and proceeding’ : 
the senate, and in all time hereafter be kept ®" 
constitution enjoins: 
Be it therefore resolved by the senate and hows’ 
representatives of the state of Delaware  & ed 
assembly met, That the senators of this state 0 
congress of the United States be, and they 
hereby instructed to introduce in the senate, d 
give their earnest support to, a resolution for “4 
ing the journal of its proceedings of the 28t . 
of March, 1834, and for rescinding and sole 
disavowing the principles of the resolution © 





abroad continue to place on it a juster value; and 


16th day of January, 1887, and to give notice 12° 
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te that the motion will be persisted in until the 










tm. eal of the senate of the 28th day of March, 1834, 
tem j ‘ful, i| be restored, the constitutional powers of the 
te in ig nate vindicated, and the right and property of this 
ing te ate in the journal of the senate firmly re-esta- 
en ‘hed. 
regula j ad. That a copy of the foregoing proceed- 
mini illings, signed by the speakers of both houses, be 
eka snsmitted by the governor to the senators of this 
blish: i tate in congress, with a request that they be laid 
not “TS MM fore the senate. 
» they WILLIAM D. WAPLES, 


acts yy 
| to refus, 
é are kent 
heir oy, 


Speaker of the house of representatives. 
P. SPRUANCE, Jr. 
Speaker of the senate. 
Adopted this 31st day of January, 1837. 


R. McKEAN’S LETTER TO THE LEGIS- 





oe LATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
ihe "Rn, Lewis Dewart, speaker of the house of repre- 



























JWT contatives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


Str: Please to lay before the honorable house of 


eh am, epresentatives, over which you preside, the accom- 
se of Pm, anying letter from me, addressed to that body; and 
he pubjqumodlige your obedient servant, 

‘hea SAMUEL McKEAN. 


from the Washington city, Feb. 10, 1837. 


ere it had lid 

a ¢ communication from Samuel McKean, senator in 
_ “4 congress, expressing his sentiments that the resolu- 
ibility d tion adopted by the senate of the United States for 


expunging any part of their journal is wnconstilu- 


r believes pti 

e Gentlemen of the house of representatives of the com- 
2 Unita monwealth of Pennsylvania: ; 

fer. 1 Z During a late period of extreme bodily suffering. 
at off from which I am but partially recovered, I received 
3 geneniamm 2 letter from your presiding officer, covering a copy 


of a resolution passed by your body, affirming ‘‘that 
the passage of a resolution by the senate of the Unit- 
ed States, censuring the president of the United 
States for a removal of the deposites, was unwise, 
inexpedient and unjust, and that the expurgation 
from the journals of the senate of the aforesaid reso- 
lution is, in the past of the house, a most salutary 
and constitutional redress for an unconstitutional at- 
tack on the character of the president of the United 


itution 
act, and 
urnal, ig 


@ exec 
revenue 
OWe®r no 
in der 


| by the States; and that the speaker of the house of y's 
Januari Sentatives be directed to forward a copy of the fore- 
going resolution to the president of the United 
nine thle States, and also one copy to each of the senators from 
journa Pennsylvania in the senate of the United States.” 
“the sem . AS 1 was providentially prevented from any par- 
may ay ticipation in the recent deliberations and decision of 
‘the seam the senate in reference to the subject matter of your 
the pr resolution, it would now seem to be due to myself, 
the ssi 20d respectful to the house of representatives, that 
n strong - Should state freely and frankly my true position in 
order am Telation to that exciting subject; trusting that those 
in the Charitable feelings which pervade my own breast, 
: in abscribing opposite views to honest motives, will 
produt be reciprocated by the house of representatives; for 
ction ogame “tough I may have been sometimes charged with 
und the temerity, I am not conscious of having often been 
recor SUSpected of political timidity. 
he fact I am well aware that, by those who try to keep 
senate P2ce with the changes of the times, I am classed 
ir Lowa ‘Vth those monotonous politicians who are regarded 
ating by then merely as the monuments of times past and 
things which have existed. But, even in thus obso- 
ving lete character, I trust I may, without appearing ar- 
he im Pgant, claim for myself one small merit, and, though 
richt mt may have been denied to me in the composition of 
> santa ™Y nature the power to change with the facility and 
of con irequency of some, nevertheless I may run no great 
-ontrofm 3k in promising, when once well changed, I will 
ion, bam Probably stay changed as long as any gentleman.— 
is sham it has been an especial object of my life, the ob- 
» seve 5°TVance of which [ have found salutary and profita- 
» has ble, to observe and shun the errors of men, even 
tis thm Seat men, rather than labor to ape their imagi- 
viedg@m ary excellence or supposed virtues, and have found 
in thie 2¢ to be not less in accordance with inclination than 
cating the dictates of duty, to employ the best lights within 
soonf™ “Y power to ascertain my true relation to the great 
wer@™ ass of social intelligence which surrounds me. It 
cating 19 but superfluous to say that my humble origin and 
of tim limited means denied to me those shining embellish- 
a trij™ ™ents which decorate externally him who descants 
ngs learnedly on what he is pleased to call the abstruse 
as tim §clence of government anddiplomacy. Mine have 
been but the unaided cogitations of native reflection, 
stm *dhavelong since convinced me that human govern- 









ener™™ ‘ents are but necessary to minor evils, tolerated 


only because they are designed to correct unneces- 


in! 
y wm ‘ary and greater evils, and become intolerable when 
e, aig the exercise of power is carried beyond its legitimate 


end 


esto . 
If men in the aggregate were what they might be, 


‘h da 
>mn 
of ti 
in U 


ments would never have been found necessary. 





or ought to be, I conclude the institution of govern- | 


But men, seeing the defects and foibles of others, 
and conscious of their own, have relinquished a por- 
tion of primary and individual rights to secure more 

ermanently the interest and happiness of all.— 

ence government can only derive their just pow- 
ers from the consent of the governed, and the sound 
maxim, that all political power is inherent in the peo- 
ple, is not more sound and true than that the peo- 

le also possess the inherent right, and power to de- 
egate, under prescribed fundamental rules, their in- 
herent political powers for general beneficial pur- 
poses. Ours is justly called a government of the 
people, yet in ours the poonte have, for great and 
wise purposes, delegated and consented to a system, 
which, if the public interest required it, has power 
over all that is valuable and dear in life, and even 
over life itself; and if it be attempted by a fraction 
or portion of the people to resume as a primary right 
the exercise of powers thus delegated, it is subver- 
sive of the public peace and safety, an offence 
against society, disorganizing and revolutionary.— 
Hence I[ adopt for myself the best and plainest de- 
finition of the term “government,” as applicable to 
our own uncontrollable exercise of appropriate pow- 
ers, for the time being, or delegated period. 

I understand the resolution of the house of repre- 
sentatives to aver, unqualifiedly, that the expurga- 
tion from the journals of the senate of the resolution 
of the 28th of March, 1834, censuring the conduct 
of the president of the United States in relation to 
the deposites, is constitutional. 

Gentlemen, after the most intense investigation 
and painful anxiety to know the truth, could I have 
arrived at the same conclusion that you have, it 
would have greatly relieved my mind, and then I 
might have voted, without the appearance of incon- 
sistency, to expunge and blot it out, for the senate 
journals of those times ought to show that I was op- 
posed to the resolution of the 28th of March, 1834, 
aud in favor of admitting on the journals of the se- 
nate the president’s protest against it. I was confi- 
dent at the time that the passage of that resolution 
was imprudent, calculated to do no good, and might 
do much harm. I declared so then, and have never 
for a moment held a contrary opinion since, and 
have always been ready to vote for a proposition re- 
versing that resolution, and had prepared a gi ear 
tion to “repeal, rescind, reverse and annul” it, w ich, 
if health had permitted, I would have offered as a 
substitute for the expunging resolution which pass- 
ed the senate on the 16th of January last. 

But with due deference to the opinion of others, 
and not questioning the motives of any, it is my de- 
liberate and most solemn conviction that the senate 
cannot expunge any portion of its previous journals, 
without a clear violation of that clause of the consti- 
tution which expressly directs that ‘‘each house shall 
keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to 
time publish the same.” 


True, it has been said, by way of extenuation, 
that the expunging resolutions prescribed by the 
Virginia legislature do not propose to actually de- 
stroy journals, but only to draw black lines around 
and write certain opprobrious words across the of- 
fensive resolution, ‘‘but the word must be expunge.” 
This, to my mind, presented the subject in its most 
exceptionable form, for at the same time the consti- 
tutional power to blot out and destroy the journals 
was evasively given up. Senators were asked to 
play off fantastical pranks by drawing black lines, 
which seemed to be more becoming the amusement 
of volatile boys than the grave deliberations of a 
senate. 

I would infinitely rather have met the question 
manfully, and vote at once to blotout, expunge and 
literally destroy the journal. For long as I have 
been accustomed to venerate and respect the “an- 
cient dominion,” (Virginia), her men and her prin- 
ciples, I am not quite ready to adopt, implicitly, her 
adroit and refined notions how to infringe, and not 
to violate the fundamental law of the country. 

This anti-expunging doctrine is by no means new 
to me; it is an old and very familiar acquaintance, 
and received my especial attention and embraces 
more than twenty years ago, and has not been ez- 
punged from my memory, or diminished in my af- 
fections from that day to the present. 

The constitution of our own state (Pennsylvania) 
has the same provision as that contained in the con- 
stitution of the United States, and reads thus: ‘“‘Each 
house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and 
publish the same weekly.” This I have always held 
to be intentionally mandatory and direetory, as 


strongly and clearly so as the import of language! ge 


could make it, admitting of no construction, no ca- 
vil, no doubt; too clear to be illustrated by the pow- 
er of argument, and too plain to be obscured by the 
refinement of sophistry. And sq it has been held, 


and so decided by the proper and competent tribu- | p 


nals of Pennsylvania. My opinion has been long 








settled, and my actions governed accordingly, that, 
under the constitutions of the United States and the 
state of Pennsylvania, the journal of each preced- 
ing day is made the exclusive and absolute property 
of the people, over which the legislature has no fur- 
ther control, more than it has over the constitution 
itself, and possesses no more power to deface, efiace, 
erase, blot out, expunge, pt to, or diminish from 
one sentence, line, or syllable, than it has to alter 
the constitution, or to burn, or otherwise destroy, 
the entire journal from the commencement of the 
government to the present time. The reasons for 
this constitutional injunction are to my mindas clear 
and forcible as the language in which it is express- 
ed. The great and good men who penned that sacred 
instrument seem to have purposely guarded this 
point with peculiar language and care. ‘Each house 
shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and publish 
the same.” And here the duties and power of the 
legislature in reference to the journal cease; and this 
record shall thence remain sacred and inviolate, a 
perpetual and abiding evidence of the wisdom or 
folly, pure or impure motives, of the representatives 
of the people. How is it possible to prove the vali- 
dity or genuineness of the results of legislation, such 
as laws, resolutions, and the other numerous duties 
incidental to legislative authority, except by refer- 
ing to the written or original journal? Fundamental 
laws are designed as well to check, circumscribe, 
control, and govern majorities, as to protect and de- 
fend the rights of minorities; and had I not a right 
under the constitution to claim and expect that pro- 
tection against the arbitrary exercise of power to de- 
stroy the evidence on which I might hereafter wish 
to rely, to prove as well the principle as the fact, 
that I did oppose, and was right in Opposing, the 
censorious resolution of the 28th of March, 1834?— 
It is matter of complaint that a political party ma- 
jority of the senate at that time acted harshly.— 
Would it not be wisdom in the adverse majority now 
to eschew and profit by, rather than imitate, their 
incautious example? 


But it is said that the resolution of the 28th of 
March, 1834, is unconstitutional, and therefore ought 
to be expunged. That is a question about which great 
and good men may honestly differ, and upon which 
it is not necessary to my present purpose to volun- 
teer an opinion. Admitting it, however, for the sake 
of argument, to be unconstitutional, can it be amend- 
ed by doing another unconstitutional act, by way of 
retaliation? Or where do we find the power to cor- 
rect one unconstitutional act by another unconstitu- 
tional act? The object of the constitution in direct- 
ing thata journal shall be kept, could not be only to 
preserve the wise and virtuous acts of legislators; it 
also intended that their unwise and vicious transac- 
tions should be alike accessible to public scrutiny 
and investigation: then, if the condersnatory resolu- 
tion be unconstitutional, letits effects be blunted and 
annulled by an adverse expression of the senate, 
placed on the journal, and let the objectionable re- 
solution remain as the constitution intended, an abid- 
ing testimony against its authors and supporters. 


We need apprehend no positive evils in legisla- 
tion, resulting from political minorities. Those 
only can abuse power, who are in the possession of 
power. 

And we ought to be exceedingly cautious how we 
establish doubtful precedents in times of high party 
excitement, for though we may have numerical pow- 
er now to expunge, blot out and destroy, we ought 
not to forget that those who come after us may have 
a majority differing from us in sentiment, and, with 
our fatal example before them, may expunge us, and 
blot out our proceedings. Indeed, the first fluctua- 
tion which may give an adverse senatorial majority 
to the present, I anticipate an effort will be made to 
restore the journal which was mutilated on the 16th 
day of January, 1837; and thus the fatal error com- 
menced, where is it to end? 


We exhibit, at the present time, an exquisite re- 
finement upon party rancor, which, tomy mind, re- 
flects no credit on our country, and the causes of 
which, at this particular period, may well occupy 
the serious thoughts of the statesman and patriot. 


What have our eyes seen and our ears heard jn 
the short space of three years? The highest func- 
tionaries of our government, mutually charging upon 
each other, in official form, the corrupt violation of 
the sacred charter of our liberties. I claim for my- 
self no superiority over, nor plead exemption from, 
the common imperfections of our nature, and am 
as much disposed as ever to listen kindly to the sug- 
stions of experienced friends, and will go proper 
and reasonable lengths to support party; but for no 
pretended expediency can I consent to lay violent 
hands on the constitution. 

The resolution of the house of representatives, [ 
resume, was originally designed as instructions for 
me to vote for the expunging resolution, and as such 
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it would be entitled to and would have received my 
most respeetful consideration; for I trust no gentie- 
man holds in higher estimation the opinions of his 
legislature than I do the opinions of mine, and I shall 
always be happy to find my opinions accord with 
theirs; but itis due to candor for me to state here 
that I recognise the force and obligation of legisla- 
tive instructions, with some exceptions and qualifi- 
cations, which it is not necessary for me at present 
to. go into. 

The doctrine of instruction means something or it 
means nothing; we must adopt it as paramount or in- 
dispensable, or we must give it a place among other 
occurrences, to be estimated according to time and 
circumstances. It will not satisfy an honest and in- 
telligent public for us to hold instructions to be sa- 
cred and binding only when they answer our pur- 
pose, and reject instructions as useless when they 
operate against our views and interest. The legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania, in choosing her senators in 
congress, do not act in separate bodies as senate and 
house of representatives, but meet in convention and 
vote conjointly, anda bare majority of the members 
voting is sufficient to elect. 

How, then, does this matter stand, as regards the 
Pennsylvinia senators in congress? _ 

In 1835, two years ago, resolutions were propos- 
ed in the legislature of Pennsylvania, instructing 
her senators to vote to expunge from the journals 
of the senate the resolution of the 28th of March, 
1834, which were under consideration at diffezent 
times, but never passed, and were finally permitted 
to sleep quietly. 

About the same time expunging resolutions from 
the state of Georgia, transmitted to the legislature 
of Pennsylvania, were indefinitely postponed; and 
this, too, at a time when both branches of the le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania were decidedly friendly 
to the present chief magistrate of the union. Now, 
if this proves any thing, it proves that the legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, at that time strongly Jack- 
sonism, were at least disinclined to countenance or 
sanction the expunging doctrine: and what next? 
Why, during the session of 1836, about one year 
ago, the house of representatives of Pennsylvania 
tang a resolution through all the parliamentary 

orms, instructing her senators in congress, by name, 
to vote against the Virginia, or any similar, ex- 
unging resolution, by a vote of sixty-four to twen- 





y-five, majority, thirty-nine; it was not acted on 
by the senate; but from the well known sentiments 
of that body, then and now, it is reasonable to sup- 
aa it would have added to the majority of the 

ouse of representatives. But be that as it may, 
you will observe that the majority in the house, 
who voted to instruct their senators in congress to 
vote against expunging, is decidedly greater than 
the whole number of senators, and as large, if not 
a larger majority of both houses, than either of the 
present Pennsylvania senators in congress had re- 
ceived in joint ballot. Such is the true relation in 
which the Pennsylvania senate stood in reference 
to legislative instructions on the 16th of January 
last. Now, if I am correct, and a reference to your 
journals will test it, it clearly follows that, for all 
practical purposes, the Pennsylvania senators stood 
essentially instructed to vote against expunging, at 
the time it passed the senate of the United States. 

I state these facts at this time only to show that, 
in the plainest supposable case, we meet many dif- 
ficulties at every step, in carrying out consistently 
the practical operations of the doctrine of implicit 
and unconditional obedience to legislative instruc- 
tions. 

But I must not forget that I have said that the 
anti-expunging doctrine has been long since as- 
serted, and settled by the proper and competent 
tribunal of Pennsylvania; and as it devolves on 
me, I will now produce the proor. The origin of 
the case is not to be found of record, because it 
was informal, and grew out of a desultory and in- 
cidental debate on the 19th of February, 1816, upon 
the suggestion of a member to expunge from the 
journals of a previous day certain matters which 

e thought were irrelevant and unimportant. The 
speaker gave it'as his opinion that a majority of 
the house might order to be expunged from the 
journal proceedings on which the yeas and nays 

ad not been called. This opinion was controvert- 
ed repelled by the most talented and experienced 
members of the house; and declared to be clearly 
unconstitutional, and of dangerous precedence and 
tendency. It was contended that if the house as- 
serted the right to judge in one case what it might 
expunge from the journal, it followed that it had 
the same right to judge in all cases, and the journal 
would not longer be safe and inviolable, as was 
designed by the constitution, but would be subject- 
ed to the political caprice of the majorities of each 
succeeding session, and the fluctuating and occa- 
sional majorities of each sueceeding day. 





The constifutional power to expunge any por- 


tion of the journal on any pretext whatever, even 
by the unanimous consent of the house, was utterly 
repudiated and denied, and the matter rested for 
that day. Being 
that time, and anxious to understand my duties, the 
subject made a deep impression on my mind, which 
has never been forgotten or effaced. 


a new member of the house at 


On the next day, precisely twenty-one years ago 


this very day, see journal of the house of represen- 
tatives of Fotmart 

1816, the speaker informed the house that a con- 
stitutional question being involved in a decision by 
him yesterday, on a motion to expunge certain pro- 
ceedings from the journals, he was desirous of hav- 
ing the opinion of the house on that decision,” viz: 
“That a majority can er 

the journals on which the yeas and nays have not 
been called.” 


vania, page 359, “February 10, 
unge any proceedings from 


Whereupon, 
Mr. Holgate and Mr. Smith appealed from said 


decision. 


And on the question, “Is the speaker right in his 


decision?” 


The members present voted as follows, viz: 
YEAS—Messrs J. Anderson, J. Bucher and 


Dechert—3. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allshouse, Alter, S. Anderson, 


Baird, Black, Boyd, Brodhead, Buchanan, C. Bu- 
cher, Clarke, Cochran, Conyngham, Coon, Deni- 
son, Dysart, Edwards, Eichelberger, Goodhart, Hal- 
deman, Hallowell, Hamilton, Hart, Herrington, 
Hibshman, Hiester, Hillard, Holgate, Hottenstein, 
Humphrey, Hutchison, Jenks, Kelley, King, Kit- 
tera, 
Marlin, Martin, McClure, McEuen, McKean, Mc- 
Kibbon, Menough, Middleswarth, Miller, Morgan, 
Morton, Mosher, Norbury, Plumer, Powell, 
ston, Read, Rhoads, Rinker, Roberts, Robinette, 
Rowland, Sawyer, Scott, T. Sellers, Shaffer, Smith, 


ryder, Lewis, Lightner, Livingston, Maclay, 


al- 


Stewart, Stroman, Sutherland, Tryon, Vance, J. 
Wallace, P. Wallace, J. J. Wallis, Weston, White, 
Wind and Wynkoop—78. 


I am aware that my humble name, recorded above 
with the majority against the opinion of the speak- 
er, who was my personal and political friend, adds 
but little to the weight of authority; but it will also 
be seen that many of the distinguished men of our 
state of that and the present day voted on the same 
side. How many of them have since changed, 
I know not; but one thing I know—the constitu- 
tion is yet the same. Such was, at that time, the 
almost unanimous opinion of the house of represen- 
tatives of Pennsylvania, on the simple and akstract 
guestion of constitutional power, unincumbered, 
and unconnected with any party consideration or 
extraneous excitement to swerve the mind from its 
honest purpose, and the house recorded its solemn 
decision, 78 to 3, that a majority had no power, 
under the constitution, to expunge any portion of 
its journals; and their decision, made in 1816, is dia- 
metrically opposed to the doctrine asserted by the 
house in 1837, viz: that it is constitutional to ex- 
punge the journals. And does not the Pennsylvania 

ouse of representatives of 1837 possess as much 
power over the journals of their predecessors of 1816 
ag the senate of the United States in 1837 possesses 
over the journals of their predecessors of 1834? Now 
I respectfully ask the house of representatives, 
whether they claim the constitutional right and 
power to take from the archives the manuscript jour- 
nal of 1816, and expunge the proceedings to which 
I refer, and thereby deprive me of the only evidence 
I have to prove that I am now stating correctly 
what then occurred, and that my present opinions 
are consistent with the sentiments which I then 
avowed. 


But this is not all. There will be found on the 
journal of the same day, February 10th, 1816, page 
361, the following, viz: 

“A motion was made by Mr. Buchanan and 
Mr. Kelley, and read as follows: ‘Resolved, That, in 
the opinion of this house, no part of the journals 
can be expunged, even by unanimous consent.’” 


The resolution covers the whole ground. The 
remedy is as broad as the malady, and “the word 
was expunge.” There was no diversity of opinon 
as to its proper meaning; and if the word expunge 
had five hundred different applications, they are all 
met by the resolution and proceedings of the house 
just referred to, as both assert that the journal can- 
not be expunged. 


‘Pime passes away and men change; but prinei- 
ples and truth are eternal. And I still hope that 
those good old Pennsylvania doctrines, asserted and 
acted on in the days when the venerable Madison 
commanded the constitution, and the patriot Suyder 
stood at the helm of the ship Pennsylvania, may yet 
sutvive, and, like the coat of Hunks, again become 





fashionable and valuable. 






























I wholly repudiate the sickly idea harpeq 
those who assume to be the keepers of hj 
tion, that the existence on the journals of 
lution of the 28th of March, 1834, has tarn 
character of the chief magistrate, 
must be expunged. It is not true; and eve 
pular demonstration denies it. His fame stanj,;, 
firm and high to need any artificial propping, 4 
ainst submitting the measure of my, 
to be tested by the anomalous ary) 
grading standard of the Virginia expunging reg, 





and therefor, 





I protest a 
litical fait 


I ask pardon of the house for digressing in a; 
subsequent allusions to matters having no conney; 
with the house of representatives. I could ,, 
were I disposed to, be ignorant of the current} 
sinuations from numerous irresponsible soure 
injure me politically in public estimation. 

I perfectly understand the authors of the eno}, 
of detraction set in motion to dragoon me jj) 
olitical servility, or to render \ 
e price of independence and jy 
grity. My first responsible political act was a \ 
given in 1808, to aid in bringing Simon Snyderiy 
the gubernatorial chair. 
To many of 
past events wi 





state of abject 
unpleasant as 


ou it is known, and a recurrence 
prove, that I have enjoyed a reay, 
able, perhaps as some have complained, an wi 
share of the confidence of every democratic admiyi 
tration from that to the 
quently, from a sense of duty, differed from my} 
litical friends in power, as to party measures, yj 
out once thinking that thereby I was incurring py 
ty proscription and anathema; and still less for, 
pressing an honest difference of opinion as tot 
import and meaning of the constitution. Hav 
thus passed on, without known or intentional de 
tion, for a term of nearly thirty years, now, ify 
thing but immolation will appease my enemies,} 
I am prepared for the worst, a 
only regret that I can point to so many names, 
higher merit, who have much sooner sunk unj 
the baneful effects of this systematized ostracism, 
The public records, as cited above, show clea 
that, acting under official oath twenty-one yey 
ago, I declared against the doctrine of expurgati 
I must now be content with the opinion of { 
house as to my sincerity, when I declare that eve 
consideration which | have been able to bestow 
the subject since, has confirmed me stronger int 
correctness of that opinion. 
stances I ask the house of representatives, wh 
I answer for mys 
If my health had permitted, I would have be 
taken to the senate chamber on the night of 
16th of January, and would have offered my prq 
sition, reversing the resolution of the 28th of Marj 
1834; and if this had been rejected, I would tha 
as one of the most imperative and conscientious® 
ties of my life, have voted against the expungij 
resolution, freely awarding to others, who hi 
thought and acted difierently, what I claim form 
self, viz: honesty of purpose. 
gentlemen of the house of representatives, that 
could not vote for that resolution, without havi 
in my own estimation, comMMITTED a flagrant 
fraction of the constitution of my country, a ¢ 
violation of the oath I had taken to support it,# 
must stand, ever after, before Gop and my ( 
conscience, GuiLtTy of deliberate moral reRsvn. 
SAMUEL McKEA\. 

Washington, Feb. 10, 1837. 


resent time. 


the blow come. 


Under these circu 


was my duty as a senator? 


I declare to ya 





THE EXPUNGING RESOLUTION. 

SPEECH OF MR. CLAY, (OF KENTUCKY), 

On the resolution to expunge a part of the jot 

for the session of 1833-1834. 
In senate, Monday, January 16, 1837. 

Mr. Clay rose and said that, considering that® 
was the mover of the resolution of March, 1% 
and the consequent relation in which he stool 
the majority of the senate by whose vote it ¥ 
adopted, he had felt it to be his duty to say sol 
thing on this expunging resolution; and he had! 
ways intended to do so when he should be p# 
suaded that there existed a settled pu 
sing it to afinal decision. But it had 
up and put down at the last session—taken up # 
day, when a speech was prepared for delivery, #4 
put down when it was 
really doubted whether there existed any seri 
intention of ever putting it to the vote. At” 
very close of the last session, it will be recollect 
that the resolution came up, and in several quart? 
of the senate a disposition was manifested to ¢0 
to a definitive decision. 
offered to waive his right to address the sent! 
and silently to vote upon the resolution; but it ¥* 
again laid upon the table, and laid there forever, ® 
the country supposed, and as he believed. 3° 
however, now revived; and, sundry changes hav!" 


ronounced, that he bi 


On that occasion he 
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ietped On xen place in the members of this body, it would 
‘ of eet om that the present design is to bring the resolu- 
ise . "ee, to an absolute conclusion. 

-* ished [ have not risen, (continued Mr. Clay) to repeat, 
oe erefor full length, the argument by which the friends 
Sa bine er the resolution of March, 1834, sustained it. That 
' ine ument is before the world, was unanswered at 
TP Pi, Ay ne time, and is unanswerable. AndI here, in my 
| alous = Wm) ce, in the presence of my country and my Gop, 





er the fullest consideration and deliberation of 
hich my mind is capable, re-assert my solemn 
saviction of the truth of every proposition con- 
‘ned in that resolution. But, whilst it is not my 
tention to commit such an infliction upon the 
nate as that would be of retracing the whole 
nund of argument formerly occupied, I desire to 


DEINE reso) 
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scout, before it, at this time, a brief and true state of 
f the cry; ammbe case- Before the fatal step is taken of giving 
nme Camp the expunging resolution the sanction of the 
. beh, merican senate, I wish by presenting a faithful 
ice ey Waytiine of the real questions involved in the resolu- 
ct was "WER on of 1834, to make a last, even if it is to be an 
1 Sn lest neffectual, appeal to the sober judgments of se- 
yer ators. 1 begin by reasserting the truth of that re- 
olution. 
“Ne ple Our British ancestors understood perfectly well 
ed hg, he immense importance of the money power ina 
atic ad _ presentative government. It is the great lever 
I ti r y which the crown is touched, and made to con- 
rom me rm its administration to the interests of the king- 
asures YM@om and the will of the people. _ Deprive parlia- 
vara “ont of the power of freely granting or withhold- 
1 less fp ae g supplies, and surrender to the king the purse of 
‘on as He nation, he instantly becomes an absolute mo- 
in Hors arch. Whatever may be the form of government, 
tional led lective or hereditary, democratic or despotic, that 
now it erson who commands the force of the nation, and 
‘henia wt the same time has uncontrolled possession of the 
Wore, mburse of the nation, has absolute power, whatever 
ny namal pay be the official name by which he is called. 
gunk al Our immediate ancestors, profiting by the lessons 
datencial n civil liberty which had been taught in the coun- 
wie clea from which we sprung, endeavored to encircle 
ly-one va round the public purse, in the hands of congress, 
xpurgatiy very possible security against the intrusion of the 
inion of xecutive. With this view, congress alone is in- 
e that “a ested, by the constitution, with the power to lay 
™ bestow! nd collect the taxes. When collected, not a cent is 
onger jn ie be drawn from the public treasury, but in virtue 
a chal fan act of congress. And, among the first acts of 
atives wh his government, was the passage of a law estab- 
for prsisting the treasury department, for the safe keep- 
eat,» ng and the legal and regular disbursement of the 
icht of Metey so collected. By that act a secretary of the 
a oh oeresury is placed at the head of the department; and, 
h of ed parying in the respect from all the other departments, 
would tame’ 18 fo report, not to the president, but directly to 
ientiousilmmee recs: and is liable to be called to give informa- 
expunriimce 22 person before congress. It is impossible to 
| oe ie eine dispassionately that act, without coming 
Sen foil othe conclusion that he is emphatically the agent of 
re to yambonstess in performing the duties assigned by the 
ven. til onstitution to congress. The act further provides 
‘out heel hat a treasurer shall be appointed to receive and 
flacrantiiie’? toe public money, and none can be drawn 
“as eo his custody but under the anthority of a law, 
| net i tidin virtue of a warrant drawn by the secretary 
y ea bf the treasury, countersigned by the comptroller, 
as hall and recorded by the register. Only when sucha 
KEAN. arrant is presented can the treasurer lawfully pay 


one dollar from the public purse. Why was the 
oncurrence of these four officers required in dis- 
ON bursements of the public money? Was it not for 

ee ereater security? Was it not intended that each 
exercising a separate and independent will should 
be acheck upon every other? Was it not the pur- 
pose of the law to consider each of these four of- 




























CKy), 
the jour 


fe me*rs, acting in his proper sphere, not as a mere 
ireh, 18 Automaton, but as an intellectual, intelligent and 
‘4 “% oll responsible person, bound to observe the law, and 
te it vi stop the warrant, or stop the money, if the au- 
say soll thority of the law were wanting? 

he had . Thus stood the treasury from 1789 to 1816. Dur- 
id be pe ing that long time no president had ever attempted 
e of pi to interfere with the custody of the public purse. 
5 06 tol {remained where the law placed it, undisturbed, 
n upd and every chief magistrate, including the father 
ivery d of his country, respected the law. 

at he bi In 1816 an act passed to establish the late bank 
1v sericl of the United States for the term of twenty years; 
y Att and, by the 16th section of the act, it is enacted 
ecollecte that the deposites. of the money of the United 
1 quarte plates in places in which the said bank and the 
d oe con Dranches thereof may be established, shall be made 
vn he bil in said bank or branches thereof, unless the secretary 
e sent of the treasury shall at any time otherwise order and 
wut it ¥8 direct ; in which case, the secretary of the treasury 
orever, # shall immediately lay Sefore congress, if in session, 
4. It sg 224, if not, immediately after the commencement 
es having 


rection.” 





Thus it is perfectly manifest, from the express 
words of the law, that the power to make any order 
or direction for the removal of the public deposites 
is confided to the seeretary alone, to the absolute 
exclusion of the president, and all the world be- 
sides. And the law, proceeding upon the establish- 
ed principle that the secretary of the treasury, in 
all that concerns the public purse, acts as the direct 
agent of congress, requires, in the event of his or- 
dering or directing a removal of the deposites, that 
he shall immediately lay his reasons therefor be- 
fore whom? The president? No; before congress. 

So stood the public treasury and the public de- 
posites from the year 1816 to September, 1833. In 
all that period of seventeen years, running through 
or into four several administrations of the govern- 
ment, the law had its uninterrupted operation, no 
chief magistrate having assumed upon himself the 
power of diverting the public purse from its lawful 
custody, or of substituting his will to that of the 
officer to whose care it was exclusively entrusted. 

In the session of congress of 1832-’3 an inquiry 
had been instituted by the house of representatives 
into the condition of the bank of the United States. 
It resulted in a conviction of its entire safety, and a 
declaration by the house, made only a short time 
before the adjournment of congress on the 4th of 
March, 1833, that the public deposites were per- 
fectly secure. This declaration was probably made 
in consequence of suspicions then afloat of a de- 
sign on the part of the executive to remove the 
deposites. These suspicions were denied by the 
press friendly to the adininistration. Nevertheless, 
the members had scarcely reached their respective 
homes before measures were commenced by the 
executive to effect a removal of the deposites from 
that very place of safety which it was among the 
last acts of the house to declare existed in the bank 
of the United States. 

In prosecution of this design, Mr. McLean, the 
secretary of the treasury, who was decidedly op- 
posed to such a measure, was promoted to the 
department of state, and Mr. Duane was appointed 
to succeed him. But Mr. Duane was equally con- 
vinced with his predecessor that he was forbidden 
by every consideration of duty to execute the power 
with which the law had entrusted the secretary of 
the treasury, and refused to remove the deposites; 
whereupon he was dismissed from office, a new 
secretary of the treasury was appointed, and, in 
September, 1833, by the command of the president, 
the measure was finally accomplished. That it 
was the president’s act was never denied, but pro- 
claimed, boasted, defended. It fell upon the coun- 
try like a thunderbolt, agitating the union from one 
extremity to the other. The stoutest adherents of 
the administration were alarmed; and all thinking 
men, not blinded -by party prejudice, beheld in the 
acta bold and dangerous exercise of power; and 
no human sagacity, can now foresee the tremen- 
dous consequences which will ensue. The mea- 
sure was adopted not long before the approaching 
session of congress; and, as the concurrence of both 
branches might be necessary to compel a restora- 
tion of the deposites, the object was to take the 
chance of a possible division between them, and 
thereby defeat the restoration. 

And where did the president find the power for 
this most extraordinary act? It has been seen that 
the constitution, jealous of all executive interference 
with the treasury of the nation, has confined it tothe 
exclusive care of congress, by every precautionary 
guard, from the first imposition of the taxes to the 
final disbursement of the public money. 

It has been seen that the language of the six- 
teenth section of the law of 1816 is express and 
free from all ambiguity; and that the secretary of 
the treasury is the sole and exclusive depository of 
the authority which it confers. 

Those who maintain the power of the president 
have to support it against the positive language of 
the constitution, against the explicit words of the 
statute, and against the genius and theory of all our 
institutions. 

And how do they surmount these insuperable 
obstacles? By a series of far-fetched implications, 
which, if every one of them were as true as they 
are believed to beincorrect or perverted, would stop 
far short of maintaining the power which was ex- 
ercised. 

The first of these implied powers is, that of dis- 
missal, which is claimed for the president. Of all 
the questioned powers ever exercised by this go- 
vernment, this is the most questionable. From the 
first congress down to the present administration, 
it had never been examined, It was carried, then, 
in the senate by the casting vote of the vice presi- 
dent. And those who, at that day, argued in be- 
half of the power, contended for it upon conditions 


of the next session, the reasons of such order or di-} which have been utterly disregarded by the present 


ehief magistrate. The power of dismissal is no 





———e 


where in the constitution granted, in express terms, 
to the president. It is not a necessary incident to 
any granted power; and the friends of the power 
have never been able to agree among themselves as 
to the precise part of the constitution from which it 
—. 

But, if the power of dismissal was as incontesta- 
ble as it is justly controvertible, we utterly deny the 
consequences deduced from it. The argument is, 
that the president has, by implication, the power of 
dismissal. From this first implication another is 
drawn, and that is, that the president has the power 
to control the officer, whom he may dismiss, in the 
discharge of his duties, in all cases whatever; and 
that this power of control is so comprehensive as to 
include even the case of a specific duty expressly 
assigned by law to the designated officer. 

Now, we deny tliese results from the dismissing 
power. That power, if it exists, can draw after it 
— a right of general superintendence. It cannot 
authorise the president to substitute his will to the 
will of the officer charged with the performance of 
official duties. Above all, it cannot justify such a 
substitution in a case where the law, as in the pre- 
sent instance, assigns to a designated officer exclu- 
sively the performance of a particular duty, and 
commands him to report not to the president, but to 
congress, in a case regarding the public purse of the 
nation, committed to the exclusive control of con- 

ress. 
° Such a consequence as that which I am contest- 
ing would concentrate in the hands of one man the 
entire executive power of the nation, uncontrolled 
and unchecked. 

It would be utterly destructive of all official re- 
sponsibility. Instead of each officer being respon- 
sible, in his own separate sphere, for his official 
acts, he would shelter himself behind the orders of 
the president. And what tribunal, in heaven above 
or on earth below, could render judgment against 
any officer for an act, however atrocious, performed 
by the express command of the president, which, 
according to the argument, he was absolutely bound 
to obey? 

Whilst all official responsibility would be utterly 
annihilated in subordinated officers, there would be 
no practical or available responsibility in the presi- 
cent himself. 

But the case has been supposed, of a necessity 
for the removal of the deposites, and a refusal of the 
secretary of the treasury to remove them; and it is 
triumphantly asked if, in such a case, the president 
may not remove him, and command the deed to be 
done. That is an extreme case, which may be met 
by another. a me the president, without any 
necessity, orders the removal from a place of safety 
to a place of hazard? If there be danger that a 
secretary may neglect his duty, there is equal dan- 
ger that a president may abuse his authority. In- 
fallibility is not a human attribute. And there is 
more security for the public in holding the secretary 
of the treasury to the strict performance of an official 
duty specially assigned to him, under all his ofiicial 
responsibility, than to allow the president to wrest 
the work from bis hands, annihilate his responsibili- 
ty, and stand himself practically irresponsible. Itis 
far better that millions should be lost by the neglect 
of a secretary of the treasury, than to establish the 
monstrous principle that all the checks and balan- 
ces of the executive government shall be broken 
down, the whole power absorbed by one man, and 
his will become the supreme rule. The argument 
which [ am combatting places the whole treasury 
of the nation at the mercy of the executive. It is 
in vain to talk of appropriations by law, and the 
formalities of warrants upon the treasury. Assum- 
ing the argument to be correct, what is to prevent 
the execution of an order from the president to the 
secretary of the treasury to issue a warrant, without 
the sanction of a previous legal pS he to the 
comptroller to countersign it, to the register to regis- 
ter it, and to the treasurer to pay it? What becomes 
of that quadruple security which the precaution of 
the law provided? Instead of four substantive and 
independent wills, acting under legal obligations, all 
are merged in the executive voters. 

But there was, in point of fact, no cause, none 
whatever, for the measure. Every fiscal considera- 
tion (and no other had the secretary or the presi- 
dent a right to entertain) required the deposites to 
be left undisturbed in the place of perfect safety 
where by law they were. We told you so at the 
time. We asserted that the charges of insecurity 
and insolvency of the bank were without the slight- 
est foundation. And time, that great arbiter of hu- 
man controversies, has confirmed all that we said. 
The bank, from documents submitted to congress 
by the secretary of the treasury at the presen ‘sés- 
sion, appears to be able not only to return ev 
dollar EP the stock held in its capital by the Daa 
but an addition of eleven per cent. beyond it, 
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Those who defend the executive act have to 
maintain not only that the president may assume 
upon himself the discharge of a duty specially as- 
signed to the secretary of the treasury, but that he 
may remove that officer, arbitrarily, and without 
any cause, because he refused to remove the public 
deposites without cause. 


My mind conducts me to a totally different con- 
clusion. I think, I solemnly believe, that the pre- 
sident ‘‘assumed upon himself authority and power 
not conferred’ by the constitution and laws, but in 
derogation of both,’’ in the language of the reso- 
lution. I believed then in the truth of the resolu- 
tion; and I now in my place, and under all my re- 
sponsibility, reavow my unshaken conviction of it. 

But it has been contended on this occasion, as it 
was in the debate which preceded the adoption of 
the resolution of 1834, that the senate has no right 
to express the truth on any question which, by pos- 
sibility, may become a subject of impeachment. 
It is manifest that if it may, there is no more usual 
or appropriate form in which it may be done than 
that of resolutions, jaint or separate, orders, or bills. 
In no other mode can the collective sense of the 
body be expressed. But senators maintain that no 
matter what may be the executive encroachment 
upon the joint powers of the two houses, or the 
separate authority of the senate, it is bound to stand 
mute, and not breathe one word of complaint or re- 
monstrance. According to the argument, the great- 
er the violation of the constitution or the law, the 
greater the incompetency of the senate to express 
any opinion upon it! Further, that this incompe- 
tency is not confined to the acts of the president 
only, but extends to those of every officer who is 
liable to impeachment under the constitution. Is 
this possible? Can it be true? Contrary to all the 
laws of nature, is the senate the only being which 
has no power of self-preservation—no right to com- 
plain or to remonstrate against attacks upon its very 
existence? 

The argument is, that the senate, being the con- 
stitutional tribunal to try all impeachments, is there- 
by precluded from the exercise of the right to ex- 
press any opinion upon any official malfeasance, ex- 
~~ when acting in its judicial character. 

f this disqualification exist, it applies to all im- 
sas officers, and ought to have protected the 
ate postmaster general against the resolution, una- 
nimously adopted by the senate, declaring that he 
had borrowed money contrary to law. And it would 
disable the senate from considering that treasury or- 
der which has formed such a prominent subject of 
its deliberations during the present session. 


And how do senators maintain this obligation of 
the senate to remain silent and behold itself stript, 
one by one, of all its constitutional powers, without 
resistance, and without murmur? Is it imposed by 
the language of the constitution? Has any part of 
that instrument been pointed to which expressly 
enjoins it? No, no, not a syllable. But it is at- 
tempted to be deduced by another far-fetched im- 

lication. Because the senate is the body which is 
o try impeachments, therefore it is inferred the se- 
nate can express no opinion on any matter which 
may form the subject of impeachment. The con- 
stitution does not say so. That is undeniable; but 
senators think so. 


The senate acts in three characters, legislative, 
executive and judicial; and their importance is in 
the order enumerated. By far the most important 
of the three is its legislative. In that, almost ever 
day that it has been in session from 1789 to the 
present time, some legislative business has been 
transacted; whilst, in its judicial character, it has 


not sat more than three or four times in that whole 
period. 


Why should the judicial function limit and re- 
strain the legislative function of the senate, more 
than the legislative should the judicial? If the de- 
gree of importance of the two should decide which 
ought to impose the restraint, in cases of conflict 
between them, none can doubt which it should be. 

But if the argument is sound, how is it possible 
for the senate to perform its legislative duties? An 
act in violation of the constitution or laws is com- 
mitted by the president or a subordinate executive 
officer, and it becomes necessary to correct it by 
the passage of a law. The very act of the presi- 
dent in question was under a law to which the se- 
nate had given its concurrence. According to the 
argument, the correcting law cannot originate in the 
senate, because it would have to pass in judgment 
upon that act. Nay, more, it cannot originate in the 
house and be sent to the senate, for the same reason 
of incompetency in the senate to pass upon it. Sup- 
pose the bill contained a preamble reciting the un- 
constitutional or illegal act, to which the legislative 
eorrective is applied, according to the argument, 
the senate must not think of passing it. Pushed to 





its legitimate consequence, the argument requires 
the house of representatives itself cautiously to ab- 
stain from the expression of any opinion upon an 
executive act, except when it is acting as the grand 
inquest of the nation, and considering articles of 
impeachment. 

Assuming that the argument is well founded, the 
senate is equally restrained from expressing any 
opinion which would apy the innocence or the 
guilt of an impeachable officer, unless it be main- 
tained that it is lawful to express praise and appro- 
bation, but not censure or difference of opinion.— 
Instances have occurred in our past history, (the 
case of the British minister, Jackson, was a memor- 
able one), and many others may arise in our future 
progress, when, in reference to foreign powers, it 
may be important for congress to approve what has 
been done by the executive, to present a firm and 
united front, and to pledge the country to stand by 
and support him. May it not do that? If the se- 
nate dare not entertain and express any opinion up- 
on an executive measure, how do those who sup- 
port this expunging resolution justify the acquittal 
of the president which it proclaims? 

No senator believed in 1834 that, whether the 
president merited impeachment or not, he ever 
would be impeached. In point of fact he has not 
been, and we have every reason to suppose that he 
never will he impeached. Was the majority of the 
senate, in a case where it believed the constitution 
and laws to have been violated, and the liberties of 
the people to be endangered, to remain silent, and 
to refrain from proclaiming the truth, because, 
against all human probability, the president might 
be impeached by a majority of his political friends 
in the house of representatives? 

If an impeachment had been actually voted by 
the house of representatives, there is nothing in the 
constitution which enjoins silence on the part of the 
senate. In such a case, it would have been a mat- 
ter of propriety for the consideration of each senator 
to avoid the expression of any opinion on a matter 
upon which, as a sworn judge, he would be called 
to act. 

Hitherto [ have considered the question on the 
supposition that the resolution of March, 1834, im- 
pres such guilt in the president that he would have 

een liable to conviction on a trial by impeachment 
before the senate of the United States. But the re- 
solution, in fact, imported no such guilt. It sim- 
ply affirmed that he had ‘assumed upon himself au- 
thority and power not conferred by the constitution 
and laws, but in derogation of both.” It imputed 
no criminal motives. It did not profess to penetrate 
into the heart of the president. According to the 
phraseology of the resolution, the exceptionable act 
might have been performed with the purest and 
most patriotic intention. The resolution neither 
affirmed his innocence, nor pronounced his guilt.— 
It amounts, then, say his friends on this floor, to no- 
thing. Not so. If the constitution be trampled 
upon, and the laws be violated, the injury may be 
equally great whether it has been done with good 
or bad intentions. There may be a difference to 
the officer, none to the country. The country, as 
all experience demonstrates, has most reason to ap- 
prehend those encroachments which take place on 
plausible pretexts, and with good intentions. 

] put it, Mr. President, to the calm and deliberate 
eonsideration of the majority of the senate, are you 
ready to pronounce, in the face of this enlightened 
community, for all time to come, and whoever may 


Y | happen to be the president, that the senate dare not, 


in language the most inoffensive and respectful, re- 
moustrate against any executive usurpation, what- 
ever may be its degree or danger? 

For one, I will not, I cannot. I believe the re- 
solution of March, 1834, to have been true: and 
that it was competent to the senate to proclaim the 
truth. And I solemnly believe that the senate 
would have been culpably neglectful of its duty to 
itself, to the constitution, and to the country, if it 
had not announced the trath. 

But let me suppose that in all this I am mistaken; 
that the act of the president to which exception 
was made was in conformity with the spirit of our 
free institutions and the language of our constitu- 
tion and laws; and that, whether it was or pot, the 
senate of 1834 had no authority to a Judgment 
upon it: what right has the senate of 1837, a com- 
ponent part of another congress, to pronounce judg- 
ment upon its predecessor? How can you who 
venture to impute to those who have gone before 

on an unconstitutional proceeding escape a simi- 
ar imputation? What part of the constitution com- 
municates to you any authority to arraign and try 
your predecessors? In what article is contained 
your power fo expunge what they have done? And 
may not the precedent lead to a perpetual code of 
defacement and restoration of the transactions of 
the senate as consigned to the publie records? 





~ — 

Are you not only destitute of all authority, we 
ositively forbidden to do what the expunging has 
ution proposes? The injunction of the CONatity, 
tion to keep a journal of our proceedings js chen 
express and emphatic. It is free from ambignity 
no sophistry can pervert the explicit language 
the instrument; no artful device can elude the fore 
of the obligation which it imposes. If it were Dor. 
sible to make more manifest the duty which jt ,,, 
quires to be performed, that was done by the a}, 
and eloquent speeches, at the last session, of ,, 
senators frum Virginia and Louisiana, (Mess, 
Leigh and Porter), and at this of my colleague, I 
shall not repeat the argument. But I would ask ; 
there were no constitutional requirement to keep 
journal, what constitutional right has the senate 
this congress to pass in judgment upon the sen, 
of another congress, and to expunge from its joy, 
nal a deliberate act there recorded? Can an uneoy, 
stitutional act of that senate, supposing it to be s 
justify you in performing another unconstitutiony 
act? 

But in lieu of any argument upon the point fro 
me, I beg leave to cite for the consideration of th. 
senate two precedents: one drawn from the reign ¢ 
the most despotic monarch in modern Europe, 1). 
der the most despotic minister that ever bore Sway 
over any people; and the other from the pure 
fountain of democracy in this country. I quot 
from the interesting life of the cardinal Richeliey, 
written by that most admirable and popular autho, 
Mr. James. The duke of Orleans, the brother 
Louis the 13th, had been goaded into rebellion by 
the wary Richelieu. The king issued a decree ¢. 
claring all the supporters of the duke guilty of hig) 
treason, and a copy of it was despatched to the 
parliament at Pars, with an order to register j 
at once. The parliament demurred, and proceede 
to what was called an arret de partage. “Riche. 
lieu, however, could bear no contradiction in the 
course which he had laid down for himself;” [how 
strong a resemblance does that feature of his charac. 
ter bear to one of an illustrious individual whom] 
will not further describe!] ‘and hurrying back to 
Paris with the king, he sent in the monarch’s name, 
a command for the members of the parliament to 
present themselves at the Louvre in a body and m 
foot. He was obeyed immediately; and the king 
receiving them with great haughtiness, the keeper 
of the seals made them a speech, in which he ¢t. 
clared that they had no authority to deliberate 
upon affairs of state; that the business of private 
individuals they might discuss, but that the will of 
the monarch in other matters they were alone call 
ed upon to register. The king then tore with his our 
hands the page of the register on which the arret it 
partage had been inscribed, and punished with suspen- 
sion from their functions several of the members of the 
various courts composing the parliament of Paris. 
How repeated acts of the exercise of arbitrary pov: 
er are likely to subdue the spirit of liberty, and 10 
render callous the public sensibility and the fate 
which awaits us, if we had not been recently u- 
happily taught in this country, we may learn from 
the same author. ‘The finances of the state wer 
exhausted, new impositions were devised, and 4 
number of new offices created and sold. Against 
the last named abuse the parliament ventured to re 
monstrate; but the government of the cardinal hed 
for its first principle despotism, and the refractory 
members were punished, some with exile, some 
with suspension of their functions. All were forced 
to comply with his will; and the parliament, unable 
to resist, yielded, step by step, to his exactions. — 

The other precedent is supplied by the archives 
of the democracy of Pennsylvania in 1816, when" 
was genuine and unmixed with any other ingre 
dient. 

The provisions of the constitution of the United 
States and of Pennsylvania, in regard to the obliga 
tion to keep a journal, are substantially the samé. 
That of the United States requires that each hous? 
shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from 
time to time publish the same, except such parts % 
may in ire'r judgment require secrecy; and the 
yeas and nays of the members of either house 
any question shall, at the desire of one-fifth of the 
members present, be entered on the journal.” Ané 
that of Pennsylvania is, ‘seach house shall meh 
journal of its proceedings, and publish them wee 4 
ly, exce t sack parts as require secrecy; and t 
yeas and nays of the members, on any question 
shall, at the desire of any two of them, be enter¢ 
on the journals.” Whatever inviolability, therefor*, 
is attached to a journal, kept in conformity W! ‘ 
the one constitution, must be equally stamped - 
that kept under the other. On the 10th of Februa- 
ry, 1816, in the house of representatives of og 
sylvania, “the speaker informed the house we 
constitutional question being involved in a decisi© 


by him yesterday, on a motion to expunge certaln 
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roceedings from the journal, he was desirous of 


aving the opinion of the house on that decision, | the brief period of his senatorial existence by some 


<, that a majority can expunge from the journal | great measure fraught with 
pe srocesalfig® in which the yeas and nays have not | whole union? 


ny culled.” Whereupon Mr. Holgate and Mr. 


: ealed from said decision; and on the ques- 
sore tee speaker right in his decision? the Lo 
pers present voted as follows: yeas three, nays se- 
yenty-eight. Among the latter are to be found the 

9 senators now representing in this body the 
state of Pennsylvania. On the same day a motion 
was made by one of them (Mr. Buchanan) and Mr. 
Kelly, and read as follows: ‘‘Resolved, That in the 
opinion of this house no part of the journals of the 
house can be expunged even by unanimous con- 

”? 

"a senate observes that the question arose in a 
case Where the yeas and nays had not been called. 
Even in such a case there were but four members 
out of eighty-two that thought it was competent to 
the house to expunge. Had the yeas and nays been 
called and recorded, as they were on the resolution 
of March, 1834, there would not have been a soli- 
tary vote in the house of representatives of Penn- 
sylvania in support of the power of expunging.— 
And if you can expunge the resolution, why may 
you not expunge also the recorded yeas and nays 
attached to 1t? 

But if the matter of expunction be contrary to 
the truth of the case, reproachful for its base sub- 
serviency, derogatory from the just and necessary 
powers of the senate, and repugnant to the consti- 
tution of the United States, the manner in which it 
js proposed to accomplish this dark deed is also 
highly exceptionable. The expunging resolution, 
which is to blot out or enshroud the four or five 
lines in which the resolution of 1834 stands record- 
ed, or rather the recitals by which it is preceded, 
are spun out into a thread of enormous length. It 
runs, Whereas, and whereas, and whereas, and 
whereas, and whereas, &c. into a formidable array 
of nine several whereases. One who should have 
the courage to begin to read them, unaware of what 
was to be their termination, would think that at the 
endof such a tremendous display he must find the 
very devil. It is like a kite ora comet, except that 
the order of nature is inverted, and the tail, instead 
of being behind, is before the body to which it is 
appended. 

I shall not trespass on the senate by inquirin 
to the truth of all the assertions of fact and of prin- 
ciplecontained in these recitals. It would not be 
difficult to expose them all, and to show that not one 
of them has more than a colorable foundation. It 
is asserted by one of them that the president was 
put upon his trial, and condemned, unheard, by the 
senate in 1834. Was that true? Was it a trial?— 
Can the majority now assert, upon their oaths, and 
in their consciences, that there was any trial or con- 
demnation? During the warmth of debate, sena- 
tors might endeavor to persuade themselves and the 
public that the aap of 1834 was, in its effects 
and consequences, a trial, and would be a condem- 
nation of the president; but now, after the lapse of 
near three years, when the excitement arising from 
an animated discussion has passed away, it is mar- 
vellous that any one should be prepared to assert 
that an expression of the opinion of the senate upon 
the character ofan executive act was an arraignment, 
trial and conviction of the president of the United 
States! 

Another fact, asserted in one of those recitals, is, 
that the resolution of 1834, in either of the forms in 
which it was originally*presented or subsequently 
modified prior to the final shape which it assumed 
when adopted, would have been rejected by a ma- 
jority of the senate. What evidence is there in sup- 
port of this assertion? None. It is, I verily believe 
directly contrary to the fact. In either of the mo- 
difications of the resolution, I have not a doubt 
that it would have passed! They were all made in 
that spirit of accommodation by which the mover of 
the resolution has ever regulated his conduct as a 
member of a deliberative body. In not one single 
instance did he understand from any senator at 
whose request he made the modification, that, with- 
out it, he would vote against the resolution. How, 
then can even the s®nators, who were of the mi- 
nority of 1834, undertake to make the assertion in 
question? How can the new senators, who have 
come here since, pledge themselves to the fact as- 
serted in the recital of which they could not have 
had any conusance? But all the members of the ma- 

jority—the veterans and the raw recruits—the six 
years men the and six weeks men—are required to 
concur in this most unfounded assertion, as I believe 
ittobe. I submit it to one of the latter (looking to- 
wards Mr. Dana, from Maine, here by a temporary 
appointment from the executive), whether, instead 
of inundating the senate with a torrent of fulsome 


g in- 


would not be wiser and more patriotic to illustrate 


eneral benefit to the 
Or, if he will not or cannot elevate 
himself to a view of the interest of the entire coun- 
try, whether he had not better dedicate his time to 
an investigation into the causes of an alien jurisdic- 
tion being still exercised over a large part of the 
territory of the state which he represents? And 
why the American carrying-trade to the British co- 
lonies, in which his state was so deeply interested, 
has been lost by a most improvident and bungling 
arrangement? 
Mr. President, what patriotic purpose is to be 
accomplished by this expunging resolution! What 
new honor or fresh laurels will it win for our com- 
mon country? Is the power of the senate so vast 
that it ought to be circumscribed, and that of the 
resident so restricted that it ought to be extended? 
hat power has the senate? None separately. It 
can only act jointly with the other house, or jointly 
with the executive. And although the theory of the 
constitution supposes, when consulted by him, it 
may freely give an affirmative or negative re- 
sponse, according to the practice, as it now exists, 
it has lost the faculty of pronouncing the negative 
monosyllable. When the senate expresses its deli- 
berate judgment, in the form of resolution, that 
resolution has no compulsory force, but appeals 
only to the dispassionate intelligence, the calm rea- 
son, and the sober judgment of the community. 
The senate has no army, no navy, no patronage, no 
lucrative offices, nor glittering honors to bestow. 
Around us there is no swarm of greedy expectants, 
rendering us homage, anticipating our wishes, and 
ready to execute our commands. 

How is it with the president? Is he powerless? 
He is felt from one extremity to the other of this 
vast republic. By means of principles which he 
has introduced, and innovations which he has made 
in our institutions, alas! but too much countenanced 
by congress and a confiding people, he exercises 
uncontrolled the power of the state. In one hand 
he holds the purse, and in the other brandishes the 
sword of the country. Myriads of dependants and 
partisans, scattered over the Jand, are ever ready to 
sing hosannas to him, and to laud to the skies what- 
ever he does. He has swept over the government, 
during the last eight years, like a tropical tornado. 
Every department exhibits traces of the ravages of 
the storm. ‘Take, as one example, the bank of the 
United States. No institution could have been more 
popular with the people, with congress, and with 
state legislatures. None ever better fulfilled the 

reat purposes of its establishment. But it un- 
fortunately incurred the displeasure of the presi- 
dent; he spoke, and the bank lies prostrate. And 
those who were loudest in its praise are now loud- 
est in its condemnation. What object of his ambi- 
tion is unsatisfied? When disabled from age any 
longer to hold the sceptre of power, he designates 
his successor, and transmits it to his favorite! 
What more does he want? Must we blot, deface 
and mutilate the records of the country to punish 
the presumptuousness of expressing an opinion con- 
trary to his own. 

What patriotic purpose is to be accomplished by 
this expunging resolution? Can you make that not 
to be which has been? Can you eradicate from memo- 
ry and from history the fact that in March, 1834, a 
majority of the senate of the United States passed 
the resolution which excites your enmity? Is it 
your vain and wicked object to arrogate to yourselves 
that power of annihilating the past which has been 
denied to Omnipotence itself? Do you intend to 
thrust your hands into our hearts and to pluck out 
the deeply-rooted convictions which are there? Or is 
a design merely to stigmatize us? YOU can- 
not stigmatize US. 

Ne’er yet did base dishonor blur our name. 

Standing securely upon our conscious rectitude, 
and bearing aloft the shield of the constitution of 
our country, your puny efforts are impotent, and 
we defy all your power. Put the majority of 1834 in 
one scale, and that by which this expunging resolu- 
tion is to be carried in the other, and let truth and 
justice, in heaven above, and on earth below, and 
liberty and patriotism, decide the preponderance. 

What patriotic purpose is to be accomplished by 
this expunging resolution? Is it to appease the wrath 
and to heal the wounded pride of the chief magis- 
trate? If he be really the hero that his friends 
represent him he must despise all mean condescen- 
sion, all grovelling sycophancy, all self-degradation 
and self-abasement. He would reject, with scorn 
and contempt as unworthy of his fame, your black 
scratches and your baby lines in the fair records of 
his country. Black lines! Black lines! Sir, I hope 
the secretary of the senate will preserve the pen 
with which he may inscribe them, and present it to 


— 


ae a proud trophy, to be transmitted to his descend- 
ants. And hereafter, when we shall lose the forms 
of our free institutions, all that now remain to us, 
some future American monarch, in gratitude to 
those by whose means he has been enabled, upon 
the ruins of civil liberty, to erect a throne, and to 
commemorate especially this expunging resolution, 
may institute a new order of knighthood, and confer 
on it the appropriate name of the knight of the 
black lines. 


But why should I detain the senate or needlessly 

waste my breath in fruitless exertions. The de- 

cree has gone forth. It is one of urgency, too. 

The deed is to be done—that foul deed which like 

the blood-stained hands of the guilty Macbeth, 

all ocean’s waters will never wash out. Proceed, 

then, to the noble work which lies before you, and, 

like other skilful executioners, do it quickly. And 

when you have “saben it go home to the people, 

and tell them what glorious honors you have achiev- 

ed forourcommon country. Tell them that you have 

extinguished one of the brightest and purest lights 

that ever burnt at the altar of civil liberty. Tell 

them that you have silenced one of the noblest bat- 

teries that ever thundered in defence of the consti- 

tution, and bravely spiked the cannon. Tell them 

that, henceforward, no matter what daring or outra- 

geous act any president may perform, you have for- 
ever hermetically sealed the inouth of the senate. 
Tell them that he may fearlessly assume what pow- 
er he pleases, snatch from its lawful custody the 

public purse, command a military detachment to 
enter the halls of the capitol, overawe congress, 
trample down the constitution, and raze every bul- 
wark of freedom; but that the senate must stand 
mute, in silent submission, and not dare to raise 
itsopposing voice. That it must wait until a house 
of representatives, humbled and subdued like itself, 
and a majority of it composed of the partisans of 
the president, shall wel articles of impeachment. 
Tell them, finally, that you have restored the glori- 
ous doctrine of passive obedience and non-resistance 
and, if the people do not pour out their indignation 

and imprecations, I have yet to learn the character 
of American freemen. 


RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE MESSAGE OF 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE U. STATES, TRANS- 

MITTED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

ON THE 26TH JANUARY. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ellis. 

Department of state, Washington, July 20, 1836. 

Sir: The enclosed copies cf letters to this de- 
partment from Mr. Coleman, the acting consul of 
the United States at Tabasco, will inform you of 
the outrageous conduct of the authorities there with 
regard to the officers, crew and cargo of the schoon- 
er Northampton, wrecked on the Mexican coast 
in that quarter, and in relation to the acting consul 
himself. 


The accumulation of eanses for complaint on the 
part of our citizens against the Mexican govern- 
ment, the frequency of their occurrence of late, 
and, so far as appears from the correspondence of 
your predecessors, the indisposition of that govern- 
ment to inquire into them, to grant satisfaction for 
them, or to take proper steps to prevent their recur- 
rence, have by no means tended to strengthen the 
spirit of forbearance with which the president has 
hitherto acted towards Mexico; entertaining, as he 
does, a sincere sympathy for her domestic troubles, 
and a hearty desire to preserve and cultivate the 
relations of peace, friendship and good neighbor- 
hood with her government and people. He is sa- 
tisfied, however, that further delay in the acknow- 
ledgment, if not in the redress, of the injuries com- 
plained of, cannot be- acquiesced in, compatibly 
with the dignity, rights and interests of the United 
States. He therefore directs, that in presenting to 
the notice of thdt government the case of the 
Northampton, you will make a fresh appeal to its 
sense of honor and justice in relation to our claims 
generally; and, to show that the president’s esti- 
mate of the grievances suffered by our citizens re- 
sorting to Mexico, especially since the conclusion 
of the treaty, is not exaggerated, your note will re- 
fer to the following cases, in which the interposi- 
tion of this government has been asked for since 
the 5th of April, 1832, and all of which either you 
or your predecessor has heretofore been instructed 
to bring to the notice of the Mexican government. 


On the 3lst of December, 1831, an alcalde of 
Menotillan, in the colony of Guazcualco, instituted 
what is said to have been an illegal, arbitrary and 
oppressive proceeding against doctor Baldwin, a 
citizen of the United States, under color of a suit 
at law, preferred and carried on by a creature of the 
alcalde himself. Baldwin appeared before the al. 











and revolting adulation poured on the president, it} 


that senator of the majority whem he may select, 


lealde to answer the charge; an altercation ensned; 
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and the alealde ordered him to the stocks, which 
Baldwin refusing to submit to, pan 288 to escape, 
and was pursued by a party of soldiers, who at- 
tended the court. In the race, Baldwin fell, receiv- 
ed an injury in one of his legs, was captured, car- 
ried back into the presence of the alcalde, placed in 
the stocks, and afterwards imprisoned, 

In February, 1832, the schooner Topaz, of Ban- 
gor, Maine, was emippyed iy the Mexican govern- 
ment to carry troops from Muatamoras to Galveston 
bey The master and mate were murdered by the 
soldiers on the passage, the crew imprisoned, and 
the vessel seized and converted to the 
vice. 

On the 21st June, 1832, the American schooner 
Brazoria was seized in the pert of Brazoria, by 
John Austin, the Mexican military commandant in 
that quarter, and employed to make an attack upon 
Anahuac, then in possession of insurgents. Dur- 
ing the attack, she was injured so as to be made 
unseaworthy, and was abandoned as a total loss, 
for which the underwriters have received no com- 
pensation. 

In the summer of 1832, the steamboat Hidalgo 
and schooner Consolation, belonging to Aaron Leg- 
gett, of New York, were forcibly taken possession 
of by Mexican officers at Tabasco, and used by 
them. The brig John, belonging to Leggett, was 
also detained, and money was extorted from him. 
The consequences resulting from these acts are re- 
presented to have been ruinous to the sufferer, and 
the Mexican government is clearly bound by the 
treaty to indemnify him for them. 

In March, 1834, capt. McCeige, of the schooner 
Industry, of Mobile, was imprisoned at Tabasco, 
and an exorbitant fine demanded of him without 
cause. The payment of the fine being made the 
only condition upon which he could be allowed to 
depart, he abandoned his vessel and her cargo to 
the authorities, who afterwards sold them. 

In the summer of 1834, the brig Paragon, of 
New York, was causelessly fired into on her way to 
Vera Cruz by the Mexican public armed schooner 
Tampico. In answer to an official representation 
on the subject by Mr. Butler, that government pro- 
mised that the affair should be inquired into; but 
this department is not informed that the promise 
has been fulfilled. 

In the beginning of May, last year, the answer of 
officers supposed to belong to the custom house, 
who bested the brig Ophir, of New York, on her 
arrival at Campeachy, to an inquiry of the captain 


exican ser- 


as to which of the ship’s papers it would be neces-| 


sary to present at the custom house, was acciden- 
tally, or intentionally, misinterpreted. In conse- 
quence of this, notwithstanding all the papers were 
shown to the boarding officers, the invoices only 
being exhibited at the custom house, the vessel was 
seized and condemned. 

In May, 1825, also, the schooner Martha, from 
New Orleans, was seized at Galveston bay by the 
Mexican armed schooner Montezuma for an alleg- 
ed non-compliance with some of the formalities of 
their revenue Jaws. Four of the passengers of the 
Martha were put in irons under the hatches of the 
Montezuma, and otherwise treated with great bar- 
barity, merely for an imputed intention to use their 
fire arms against a guard that had been placed on 
board the Martha. 

In November, 1835, the schooner Hannah and 
Elizabeth, of New Orleans, was siranded in at- 
tempting to enter Matagorda bay. While in this 
condition, she was fired into by the Mexican armed 
schooner Bravo, boarded by twenty armed soldiers 
under the command of two officers, who forcibly 
took the master, crew and passengers from the 
wreck, pillaged them of most of their clothes, and 
chained them in the hold of the Bravo until their 
arrival at Matamoras, where they were continued 
in confinement; but through the urgent representa- 
tions of our consul there, all but the captain were 
eventually released. It is not’ known to the de- 
partment that he has yet been liberated, or that any 
satisfaction has been offered by the Mexican go- 
vernment. 

On the 17th of February last, William Hallett 
and Zalmon Hull, citizens of the United States, 
were arrested in the streets of Matamoras by a 

arty of armed soldiers, who struck Hull in the 
ace with a sword, and forcibly took both to the 
principal barrack in that city, where they were 
confined upon suspicion of being about to proceed 
to Texas. Shortly afterwards sentinels were placed 
at the doors of the consul’s residence, under false 
pretences, and all communication with the house 
prohibited Armed soldiers broke open his gate 
during his absence, forcibly took a mare and two 
mules belonging to him, entered his house with 
drawn swords, and searched every room in it, for 
the avowed object of finding the consul. Hallett 
and Hull have been released, but the department is 


| 





not aware that any reparation has been made for 
the proceedings against them, or for the insult to 
the consul. 

In February last, an attempt was made at the 
city of Mexicw to take from Mr. W. A. Slacum, 
protected by a courier’s passport from this depart- 
ment, public despatches of this government, ad- 
dressed to Mr. Butler. The attempt failed, but 
Mr. Slacum was fined and detained for carrying 
official letters on his person, authenticated by the 
endorsement of this department, and directed to 
the charge d’affaires of the United States in Mexi- 
co. 

In March last, the schooner Eclipse was detain- 
ed at Tabasco, and her master and crew maltreated 
by the authorities. 

In April last, the brig Jane, schooner Compeer, 
and other merchant vessels of the United States, 
were forcibly detained at Matamoras. 

You will also notify the Mexican government 
that itis expected any damage which may have 
been sustained by citizens of the United States, in 
consequence of the recent embargo at Vera Cruz, 
Tampico and other Mexican ports on the gulf, will 
be repaired, pursuant to the stipulation in the trea- 
ty. he papers now sent, show that the military 
commandant of Tampico, has made the.embargo a 
pretext for interrupting or obstructing the corres- 

ondence between the commander of the United 

tates revenue cutter Jefferson and our consul 
there. For these acts, proper satisfaction will like- 
wise be expected. The outrages and indignities 
committed against consuls and other officers of the 
United States, though not more unjust nor attended 
with circumstances of greater hardship than those 
done to individual citizens, are nevertheless to be 
considered as greater violations of the rights of the 
United States, and to be represented accordingly. 

Though the department is not in possession of 
proof of all the circumstances of the wrongs done 
in the above cases, as represented by the aggrieved 
parties, yet the complaints are such as to entitle 
them to be listened to, and to justify a demand on 
the Mexican government that they shall be prompt- 
ly and properly examined, and that suitable redress 
shall be afforded. You will, therefore, immediate- 
ly address a strong but respectful representation to 
the Mexican government on the subject of these 
various injuries. You will also remind it of the 
numerous other complaints which have beer. made 
from time to time, and which still remain unre- 
dressed. You will likewise set forth the great for- 
bearance which the government of the United 
States has practiced towards Mexico, and the friend- 
ly and benevolent motives which have led to it; and 
you will state that the president, finding that this 

oderation and forbearance, so far from being ap- 

reciated by Mexico, seem only to be met by new 
njuries, is constrained, by a high sense of duty, to 
sk of the Mexican government such reparation as 

ese accumulated wrongs may, on examination, 
e found to require. 

If, contrary to the president’s hopes, no satisfac- 
tory answer shall be given to this Just and reason- 
able demand within three weeks, you will inform 
the Mexican government that, unless redress is af- 
forded without unnecessary delay, your further 
residence in Mexico will be useless. If this state 
of things continue longer, you will give formal no- 
tice to the Mexican government that, unless a sa- 
tisfactory answer shall be given within a fortnight, 
you are instructed to ask for your passports; and, 
at the end of that time, if you do not receive such 
answer, it is the president’s direction that you de- 
mand your passports, and return to the United 
States, bringing with you the archives of the lega- 
tion. 

Mr. William A. Weaver, who is sent as a special 
messenger with this communication, you will de- 
tain until you can frame a full report to the depart- 
ment, as to the state of the business of your mis- 
sion, as well that under the charge of Mr. Butler 
as that entrusted to you. You will also send by 
the messenger, on his return, (if they can be pre- 
pared within a reasonable time), copies of Mr. 
Butler’s despatches Nos. 14, 23, 52, 53, 54, 58 and 
84, the originals of which were never received; 
and of all his correspondence with the Mexican 
government and with others, on public business, 
so far as the records and files in the legation will 
allow youtodo. Mr. Butler was repeatedly in- 
structed to supply these papers, but the instruc- 
tions have not been complied with. The expense 
of the transcripts required will be made a separate 
charge in your accounts, and will be accompanied 
by proper vouchers. During Mr. Weaver’s neces- 
sary detension, you will avail yourself of his as- 
sistance in making the copies. He has received 
five hundred dollars on account of his expenses to 
Mexico. You will furnish him with a like sum to 
defray his expenses on his return to Washington, 
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for which your draft on the department will be ho 
nored. I Reus the honor to be, sir, your obedient 
servant, JOHN ‘ORSYTH 
Powhatan Ellis, esq. charge d’affaires U. S, Mexicy 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ellis. 

Department of Stale, Washington, Dec. 10, 1836. 

Sir: Mr. Gorostiza has, upon his own respoj,j. 
bility, terminated his extraordinary mission to tha 
United States. The president will not believe tha 
the Mexican government is under the influence of 
the obvious prejudices which have distorted ang 
discolored every object seen here in the view gg 
their functionary. The full and frank explanationg 
of his motives and purposes, in the recautionary 
means taken on the frontiers, should fave Satisfied 
that government that nothing could be further fro, 
the president’s intentions than to injure Mexico jy 
her interests or in her honor. Under this convictioy 
he trusts that the departure of the extraordinary 
mission will, in no respect, interrupt the friendly 
relations between the two governments; and he jp. 
structs me to say, that whatever feelings such a ste) 
was calculated to produce, it shall not be permitteq 
to diminish his confidence in the amicable disposi. 
tion of the Mexican government, nor to operate in 
his mind prejudicially to its interests. Although 
the president supposes that the Mexican govern. 
ment will have found, in the communications here. 
tofore made by the department to its envoy extra. 
ordinary, satisfactory grounds to justify the mea. 
sure viewed so unfavorably by Mr. Gorostiza, yet 
his sincere and stfony desire to prevent any mis. 
understanding on the subject, induced him to deter. 
mine on the departure of that minister, to make 
such explanations as might prevent the Mexican 
government from being misled into the adoption of 
the errors of their minister. Since my return to 
the seat of government, the great pressure of other 
. business, and the condition cf the president’s 

ealth, have delayed until now the execution of 
that purpose. 

So soon as the contest in Texas was found to be 
inevitable, it became the president’s duty to consider 
its probable consequences to the United States, 
witha view to guard against the injuries it might 
produce to our citizens, and to the performance of 
the obligations of the government to a friendly and 
neighboring power. The more immediate danger 
was, that the contending parties might, in the strug- 
gle, find it necessary or convenient to seek, for ad- 
vantage or protection, refuge on the territory of the 
United States; and that, being pursued by their ad- 
versaries, our soil might become the battle ground 
for deciding the contest. Sufficient warning to both 
was therefore given, that this could not and would 
not be permitted. Subsequent events rendered any 
further precautionary steps in that regard unneces- 
sary; but among the stipulations of Mexico and the 
United States to each other, was found one oblig- 
ing each aay to restrain the Indians within its do- 
minions from all depredations upon the adjoining 
power. The extent in which this provision was 
understood by Mexico will be seen by recurring to 
the complaints made to this government, that some 
of the Indians on our side had crossed over, without 
even an allegation of its having been done with any 
hostile design towards Mexico. Without assenting 
to the claims of Mexico as to the extent cf the obll- 
gations of the United States under the treaty stipu- 
lation, the president was duly sensible that it re- 
gets decisive means on his part to prevent the In- 
dians within the United States from entering into 
the quarrel in Texas. Inemldition to warning ac- 
vice given through our Indian agents, the presence 
of some of our troops was deemed indispensable to 
enforce, if necessary, the counsel given to them.— 
The presence of this force was imperatively de- 
manded to prevent evils which might arise from 
various other causes. The savage tribes prone to 
war, within reach of the contending parties, were 
numerous; and, on the Mexican side, known to be 
under very imperfect control. These warlike tribes, 
without regard to the combatants, might be tempt- 
ed to fall upon the frontiers of the United States or 
Mexico, hoping that their depredations might be 
imputed to the known parties in the war. 
the combatants, in the event of defeat, or to 
strengthen himself against the more potent adversa- 
ry, might solicit, and, it was to be feared, might ob- 
tain, the active co-operation of some of the Indian 
tribes, whose conduct, when once in the field, it 
would be impracticable to regulate acccrding to the 





rules of civilized warfare, or to the obligations of 


their allies—to respect the territory, the persons 
and property of neutrals. The distance of the scene 
of operations from the seat of government compel- 
led the chief magistrate to trust the discretionary 
power of using the troops to the commanding offi- 
cer; yet, such care was taken in framing the order, 
given with the authority to act, that the president 
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believed it scarcely possible that cause of just com- 
igint could arise; yet, from extreme caution, and 

from an anxious desire to prevent the possibility of 


misconception on the part of Mexico, the steps 


. taken were oo-waanperyy made known to the minis- 
t 


ter plenipotentiary of that country, with the most 
explicit specification of the objects for which, and 
for which alone, the discretionary power to the com- 
mander on the frontier was given. The president 
did not doubt that, on the actual occurrence of any 
of the evils anticipated, or on satisfactory evidence 
of imminent danger of them, the commanding offi- 
cer of the troops on the frontier had an indisputable 
right, in defence of the United States, or in pro- 
tecting Mexican territory, according to the stipu- 
jation of the treaty, to occupy any position on 
either side of the line supposed to divide the two 
countries, which might be necessary to enable him 
to perfor either of those duties. Yet he deemed 
it proper, from the peculiar circumstances of the 
contest in Texas, to limit that discretion by special 
instructions to move towards the Mexican side only 
under a state of things which should make that step 
justifiable in the eyes even of those who were dis- 
posed to watch every movement on our part with 
suspicion and jealousy. 

You will perceive that Mr. Gorostiza, in his con- 
ference with me, distinctly admitted our right, in 
the eventof hostility tothe United States. by Mexi- 
can Indians, to invade the territory of Texas, either 
to prevent intended injury or to punish actual de- 
predation. Ina note written subsequently, he seeks 
to avoid the force of that admission, by confounding 
the principle upon which it obviously rests with the 
right of making war for a violation of treaty engage- 
ment. You will find no difficulty in showing to the 
Mexican government that it rests upon principles of 
the law of nations, entirely distinct from those on 
which war is justified—upon the immutable princi- 
ples of self-detence—upon the principles which jus- 
tify decisive measures of precaution to prevent ir- 
reparable evil to our own or to a neighboring peo- 
ple. The grossness of the error of placing it on the 
right of war, as also the folly of relying upon that 
mode of redress, you can render obvious, by suppos- 
ing that hostilities were, under present circumstan- 
ces on the frontier, about to begin. Our fellow citi- 
zens, of all ages and classes, to be exposed to mas- 
sacre, their property to destruction, and the whole 
frontier to be laid waste by those savages, Mexico 
was bound to control. Until these evils happen, on 
Mr. Gorostiza’s theory, we have no right to take a 
ae which willenable us to act with effect; and, 

efore we do act, according to our promises under 
the thirty-third article of the treaty, after the fron- 
tier has been desolated, we must demand redress of 
Mexico—wait for it to be refused—and then make 
war upon Mexico. We arequietly to suffer injuries 
we might prevent, in the expectation of redress— 
redress for irreparable injuries from Mexico, who 
did not infiiet them, but who was, from circum- 
stances, without the power to prevent, as she 
would be, after they were inflicted, without the 
power to redress them. ‘To make war upon Mexi- 
co for this involuntary failure to comply with 
her obligations, would be equivalent to an attempt to 
convert her misfortunes into crimes—her inability 
into guilt. If these injuries had been committed, 
and our complaints made to Mexico, what answer 
could be given to declarations of the Mexican go- 
verninent like these? ‘*We had not the power to 
prevent the evils of which you complain. Our in- 
ability to perform our promises was well known to 
you. It was your duty, having the means, to pre- 
vent these evils. We expected this would be done; 
and if, unwisely, you have suffered them to be in- 
flicted upon you, while we regret infinitely what has 
occurred, we can only express our regret, and call 
upon you to consider that your vengeance should 
fall not on Mexico or her citizens, but upon the tribes 
who committed the cruelties on your frontiers, or 
upon the rebellious people (in Texas) by whom 
those tribes should have been restrained!’ In de- 
termining upon the precautions authorised by him to 
avert evils that could not be repaired, to avoid the 
mockery of calling upon Mexico for redress for in- 
juries it was out of her power to guard against, and 
the cruelty of seeking for satisfaction of weakness, 
which was due only from guilt, the president will 
not—cannot—believe that Mexico, in the present 
condition of her affairs, will consider her character 
or interests in the slightest degree injured; and you 
will distinctly state to that government, that, until 
they have a force competent to perform the treaty 
stipulations near the frontier, he will be compelled 
to regard every indication of dissatisfaction as found- 
ed not upon the principles of national law, but ona 
— suspicion of the intentions of the United 

ates. 

_I shall send, with this despatch, a copy of the pre- 

Sident’s message at the opening of congress, from 





which you will be able to draw additional evidences 
of the just and amicable intentions of the chief ma- 
gistrate. The president desires that you should give 
such explanations to the Mexican government as 
these instructions will enable you to make; which, 
if received in the proper and friendly spirit in which 
they are offered, will, he trusts, remove all ground 
for doubts and anxieties, if any have been entertain- 
ed on the subject. 

It would be gratifying to the president, if this 
communication, which you will have to make to the 
Mexican government, was limited to these explana- 
tions. Unfortunately, the conduct of its late minis- 
ter extraordinary has made it necessary to touch 
upon even a more unpleasanttopic. You willlearn 
with astonishment that Mr. Gorostiza, while enjoy- 
ing his diplomatic privilege, although after he de- 
clared his mission at an end, published, on his own 
authority, a pamphlet (a copy of which is herewith 
sent to you) containing parts of his unpublished cor- 
respondence with this department, and extracts from 
his letters to the Mexican secretary of foreign rela- 
tions, with a long introductory preface. The publi- 
cation of his correspondence with the department, 
without the authority of his government, is believed 
to be unexampled in the history of diplomacy, and 
was not decorous to the government of the United 
States. The extracts from his correspondence with 
his own government, and his introduction to the 
whole, contain statements and comments defamatory 
of the government and people of the United States, 
and obviously intended to injure the character of 
both, for honor and good faith, in the eyes of the 
world. This pamphlet, although not circulated ge- 
nerally among our citizens, was in the hands of edi- 
tors of newspapers, who have published extracts 
from it; and the president has beeninformed that two 
copies of it were sent by its author, at the moment 
of his departure from the United States, to some, if 
not to all, the members of the foreign diplomatic 
body accredited here. This act, still more extra- 
ordinary, because it almost immediately followed the 
communication of the president’s intention to direct 
that explanations, which he believed would be sa- 
tisfactory, should be made to the Mexican govern- 
ment, has excited but one sentiment among those to 
whom itis known. In directing you to make known 
the publication of this pamphlet to the Mexican go- 
vernment, the president does not doubt the truth of 
the declaration made by its author, that this publica- 
tion was his own personal act, for which he had no 
authority from his government; nor will he permit 
himself to suppose for an instant that it will adopt 
or sanction conduct so glaringly violating all the de- 
corum of diplomatic usage; so disrespectful to the 
government and people of the United States; so un- 
worthy the representative of a respectable govern- 
ment; and so well calculated to interrupt the harmo- 
ny and good will which ought to subsist between the 
United States and Mexico. 

How far the character of the Mexican govern- 
ment for decorum and justice, and an honorable de- 
sire to maintain a respectable rank among the civi- 
lized nations of the world, require a distinct mani- 
festation of its just displeasure at such an extraordi- 
nary step, are questions that belong to itself alone to 
consider and decide, 

In giving you this instruction to make known to 
the Mexican government the conduct of its envoy, 
without a demand of reparation at its hands, the 
president is influenced, as well by the explicit dis- 
avowal of the envoy of all participation on the part 
of his government in the act complained of, as by 
the sincere conviction, already expressed, that a step 
so reprehensible will not be countenanced by it.— 
But if, contrary to all just expectation, the Mexican 
government shall adopt tliat act, or give sanction to 
it, by approving of their minister’s conduct, the con- 
tinuance of diplomatic intercourse between the two 
countries can no longer be either useful or reputa- 
ble to the United States. However painful may be 
the consequences, the honor of the American peo- 
ple requires the president to instruct you, as I now 
do, in that event, to demand your passports, and to 
return forthwith, bringing with you all the archives 
of the legation, to the United States. I have the 
honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Powhatan Ellis, esq. charge d’affaires of the U. 8. 


TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

February 17. Petitions were presented this day 
from citizens of Massachusetts, Vermont and New 
Jersey, praying for the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia, all of which 
were not feceived, the motions to receive them be- 
ing la&i on the table on motions of Mr. Grundy. 

r. Ewing, of Ohio, presented a memorial from 
citizens of Pennsylvania protesting against the re- 
cognition of the independenee of Texas till slave- 





ry should be abolished within her limits. Laid on 
the table. 

Several reports, &e. having been delivered, which 
will be noticed hereafter, various resolutions and 
unfavorable reports on the table, were considered 
and adopted. . 

The resolution offered by Mr. Preston, calling on 
the president of the United States for a copy of the 
proceedings of the court of inquiry at Frederick, 
instituted to inquire into certain charges made 
against major general Scott, in relation to the Creek 
war, being before the senate, 

Mr. Preston spoke at some length in favor of the 
resolution. A long debate followed, in which 
Messrs. Crittenden, Preston, Benton, Cuthbert, 
Sirange and Rives participated. Mr. Strange mov- 
ed to lay the resolution on the table; negatived by 
ayes 17, noes 23. On motion of Mr. Rives, the re- 
solution was, in the end, referred to the committee 
on military affairs: ayes 28, noesnot counted. * 

Mr. Wright gave notice that he should, on Mon- 
day next, call up the bill for reducing the tariff on 
foreign merchandise. 

On motion of Mr. Kent, the senate proceeded to 
the further consideration of the bill for the reiief of 
the executrix of Richard W. Meade. Mr. Clayton 
addressed the Senate at length in opposition to the 
bill. A long discussion followed, in which Messrs. 
Hubbard, Black, Clay, Davis and Walker participat- 
ed. IMr, Hubbard moved to amend the bill by strik- 
ing out the second section and inserting a provision 
that the board constituted by the bill should exa- 
mine the claim, and report the result to the se- 
nate, with the reasons therefor, at the next session 
of congress. Mr. Black moved to amend this amend- 
ment, so that the award of the commissioners, if 
any, should be paid to the claimant by the secretary 
of the treasury; and if nothing should be found due 
to the claimant, the board should then report, &c. 
This amendment was adopted by yeas 25, nays 15. 
The amendment, as amended, was adopted, and 
the bill was passed by the following vote, the yeas 
and nays having been ordered on the eall of Mr. 
Hubbard: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Clay, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Ewing, of 
Illinois, Ewing, of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, Kent, 
King, of Georgia, Knight, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Rives, Sevier, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall—28. 

NA YS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clayton, Dana, Davis, 
Hendricks, Hubbard, King, of Alabama, Moore, 
Page, Parker, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Strange, 
Tipton, Tomlinson, Wright—17. 

Un motion of Mr. Wright, the senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill to remit the duties 
on certain goods destroyed by fire at the late confla- 
gretion in New York. The bill was explained in 

etailby Mr. Wright, underwent many sinall amend- 
ments, and, together with the amenmdents, was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. The se- 
nate then adjourned. 

February 18. Mr. Benion presented the creden- 

tials of hon. Lewis F. Linn, re-elected a senator of 
the United States from the state of Missouri, for six 
years from and after the 4th of March next. 
_ Among the petitions presented were the follow- 
ing: 
By Mr. 7ipton, praying au alteration in the laws 
regulating the coasting trade. 

By Mr. Linn, from the legislature of Missouri, 
praying pre-emption rights in certain cases. 

Also, from citizens of Wisconsin, praying the im- 
provement of the harbor of Milwaukie. 

By Mr. Bayard, from the board of trade of the 
city of Wilmington, in relation to a port of entry at 
New Castle. 

Several committees were discharged from the 
consideration of subjects referred to them, and se- 
veral delivered reports, &c. which will be noticed 
when before the senate for its final action. < 

After other business, on motion of Mr. Grundy, 
the resolution from the committee on the post office 
and post roads, directing the postmaster general to 
pay Stockton & Stokes and others to the full amount 
of the award of the solicitor of the treasury, was 
taken up and adopted. 

The bill to remit the duties on goods destroyed 
by fire at the late conflagration in New York, was 
read a third time, passed and seni to the house of 
representatives for concurrence. 

[This bill in its ultimate form, received the una- 
nimous appropation of the senate. ] 

On motion of Mr. Robbins, the joint resolution 
authorising the purchase of the manuscripts of the 
late president Madison, was taken up and consider- 
ed. 

Mr. Robbins spoke at some length in favor of the 
resolution, and in commendation of Mr. Madison. 

Mr. Calhoun said we owed more to Mr. Madison 
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that had gone before. His profound exposition of 
our government, in the celebrated report in the le- 
gislature of Virginia, was by far the ablest doeu- 
ment which had come from his pen, and from that 
Mr. C. had obtained a deeper insight into the na- 
ture and structure of our government than from 
any other document. But Mr. C. thought he would 
honor the memory of that great man far more b 

opposing this resolution than by supporting it. He 
would, however, postpone for the present what he 
intended to say on the subject, on account of the 
business which was to come before the senate to- 
day. The resolution, if it should pass, he believed 
would require no alteration, and, therefore, the de- 
bate upon it might be reserved for its third reading. 

The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 7 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill to adjust certain claims to reservations of land 
under the 14th article of the treaty of 1830, with 
the Choctaw Indians. 

Mr. Black moved to amend the bill by striking 
out three of its sections, and substituting others in 
their place, which were read by the secretary in so 
low a voice as to be quite unintellible at the repor- 
ter’s seat. 

Mr. Black explained the circumstances of the 
case, which were in substance these. The Choc- 
taw lands were obtained by the U. S. in virtue of a 
treaty held at Dancing Rabbit creek. It was not 
without great difficulty that that treaty was effect- 
ed; the leading chiefs and the greater part of the 
nation being strenuously opposed to ceding their 
lands and removing west of the Mississippi. They 
actually refused to treat, and left the ground, and 
the treaty was at last made with a comparatively 
small number of chiefs; nor could it have been ef- 
fected at all but for the insertion of an article which 
provided that such Choctaws as were desirous to 
remain, and should notify that desire within a 

iven time to the United States’ agent, should have 
ands reserved for them in the following proportion: 
Every head of a family, one section; for every child 
over ten years of age, half a section, and for every 
child under ten years, a quarter of a section. The 
agent was a man of intemperate and careless ha- 
bits; and when the Choctaws applied to him, giv- 
ing notice of their intention to remain on their 
lands, he in some cases refused to receive the ap- 
plication, and in other cases to record it. Pro- 
clamation having been made for the sale of the 
lands, a number of these Indians, who supposed 
that they were safe in the: possession of their lands, 
had the land sold from under them. Application 
was immediately made to the president of the 
United States, who, on being aware of the hardship 
of the case, issued an order reserving from sale 
enough land to make up to these Indians the loss 
they had sustained, and appointed an agent to lo- 
cate these floating titles, subject to the subsequent 
decision of congress. These locations were famili- 
arly known by the title of contingent locations, 
and were laid down on the very best lands in the 
state of Mississippi. As soon as it came to be 
known that this provision was made for the satis- 
fying of the claims of Choctaw Indians whose lands 
had been improperly sold, those claims became an 
object of eager speculation. Large speculating 
companies and sub-companies were formed to take 
advantage of this state of things. Agents were 
sent by them across the Mississippi to that portion 
of the nation which had removed under the treaty, 
and a large number of claims were collected from 
among them. All these claims were located on the 
banks of the Mississippi, or on rich bottoms and 
islands in the neighborhood of the bayous, and em- 
braced some thousands of sections of the finest land 
in pom #8 A bill had been introduced at the 
last session by the committee on private land claims, 
the effect of which would be to confirm all these 
locations, and thus to sanction one of the most stu- 
pendous frauds which had been attempted since the 
days of the famous Yazoo scheme. The object of 
Mr. Black's amendment was so to alter the bill of 
the last year (which has not become a law) as to 
prevent the confirmation of these claims, but, as 
was understood by the reporter, to provide for their 
examination, by a board of commissioners, before 
whom the Choctaws were to prove their claims in 

erson, and which declared all previous sales of 
their floating rights null and void. 

Mr. Black said he was willing to modify his 
amendment, if it was thought best, so as to allow to 
the Indians who should make good their rights be- 
fore the commissioners the amount in money for 
which their lands were sold. 

Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, advocated the amendment, 
though he considered it as not sufficiently guarded. 

Mr. Bayard replied at length, vindicating the bill 
as reported last year by the committee on private 
land claims, (to which he belongs). He contended 


that the bill did no more than fulfil the treaty stipu- 
lation to which the faith of the United States had 
been pledged. The Indians who wished to remain 
were entitled to the amount of land which that trea- 
ty gave them. By the gross and oppressive mis- 
conduct of our own agent they had been deprived 
of these rights, and turned out of house and home, 
when reposing on the good faith of this govern- 
ment. It was indispensable that somebody should 
have taken up their cause, and made an effort to 
get them justice; and it was rather too much to 
om that persons who had gone to great trouble 
and expense for that purpose should be so very dis- 
interested as not to require some share in the land 
whied, but for them, would have been lost entirely. 
He denied, however, that the bill of the last session 
went unconditionally to confirm the contingent lo- 
cations. It appointed a board of commissioners, 
before whom the rights of the Indians must be sub- 
stantiated by competent proof, such as would be re- 
ceived at common law, before a court of justice. 
He disclaimed all desire to encourage speculation, 
or foster speculators on Indian rights, and he there- 
fore introduced several amendments into the bill, 
with a view to obviate the evils which Mr. Black 
had stated; one of which provided that the land to 
be given to the Indian in exchange for that of which 
he had been deprived should not greatly exceed it 
in value. Another of them declared all compacts 
made by the Indians for the disposal of these claims 
null and void, and reserved a decision upon them 
until the next session of congress. 

Mr. Walker, in pursuance of instructions from 
the = pomp of Mississippi, strenuously opposed 
the bill as reported by the committee. He also op- 
posed the amendments pores by Mr. Bayard, 
greatly preferring that of his colleague, (Mr. Black); 
on which he demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Preston, after a course of general observa- 
tions on the practical difficulty, and even impossi- 
bility of making any arrangement in favor of these 
Indians which would not immediately be seized 
upon by the superior sagacity of the whites, and 
converted to their own advantage, suggested that 
the best plan of getting rid of the whole difficulty 
would be to allow the Choctaws, who had been un- 
justly deprived of their lands, to enter the same 
quantity in any lands of the United States subject 
to private entry; not that he had the least idea that 
they would hold these lands, for he had no doubt 
that, before a year was passed, they would all be 
converted into money, which money would all be 
expended in a drunken frolic. But thss would ga- 
tisfy the claims of justice on the government, and 
these Choctaws would then be left to follow the 
destiny of the residue of their tribe, who had gone 
west of the Mississippi river. 

Mr. White thought the most prudent course 
would be appoint a board of commissioners to make 
diligent inquiry into the facts of the case; the num- 
ber of heads of families; the number of their chil- 
dren over and under ten years of age; the notifica- 
tion of their intention to remain; the lands they had 
occupied, and the prices at which those lands had 
sold; and to make a full and accurate return to con- 
gress; and let congress decide on the whole case as 
thus presented. 

[The above presents a concise view of the sub- 
stance of a debate of a protracted and desultory cha- 
racter, which occupied the senate till a late hour.] 

The bill was then laid over till Monday. 

Mr. Buchanan, from the committee on foreign 
relations, presented the following report: 

The committee on foreign relations, to whom 
was referred the message of the president of the 
United States of the 6th instant, with the accompa- 
nying documents, on the subject of the present 
state of relations with Mexico, report: 

That they have given to this subject that serious 
and deliberate consideration which its importance 
demands, and which any circumstances calculated 
to interrupt our friendly relations with the Mexican 
republic would necessarily ensure. From the do- 
cuments submitted to the committee, it appears 
that, ever since the revolution of 1822, which sepa- 
rated Mexico from Spain, and even for some years 
before, the United States have had repeated causes 
of just complaint against the Mexican authorities. 
From time to time, as these insults and injuries 
have occurred, demands for satisfaction and redress 
have been made by our successive publi¢e ministers 
at the city of Mexico, but almost all these demands 
have hitherto proved unavailing. 

It might have been expected that, after the date 
of the treaty of amity, commerce and navigation, 
coneluded between the two republics on the fifth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-one, these causes of complaint would have 
ceased to exist. That treaty so clearly defines the 
rights and the duties of the respective parties, that 





it seems almost impossible to misunderstand or to 


i 
mistake them. The committee, notwithstandiy. 
regret to be compelled to state that all the Causey 


of complaint against Mexico, which have bee 
specially noticed in the correspondence referre, t 
them, have occurred since the conclusion of t{j, 
treaty. 

We forbear from entering into any minute detajj 
of our grievances. The enumeration of each ing;. 
vidual case, with its attendant circumstances, eyo, 
if the committee were in possession of sufficient 
materials to make sucha compilation, is rendered 
unnecessary from the view which they have take, 
of the subject. These cases are all referred to jy 
the document No. 81, entitled ‘“‘claimns on Mexico » 
in the letter of instructions from Mr. Forsyth to 
Mr. Ellis, of the 20th of July, 1836, and in the 
subsequent correspondence between Mr. Ellis and 
Mr. Monasterio, the acting Mexican minister of 
foreign affairs. 

If thé government of the United States were djs. 
posed to exact strict and prompt redress from Mey. 
co, your committee might, with justice, recommend 
an,.immediate resort to war or reprisals. On this 
subject, however, they give their hearty assent to 
the following sentiments contained in the message 
of the president. He says, “the length of time 
since some of the injuries have been committed, 
the repeated and unavailing applications for redress, 
the wanton character of some of the outrages upon 
the property and persons of our citizens, and upon 
the officers and flag of the United States, independ- 
ent of recent insults to this government and people 
by the late extraordinary Mexican minister, would 
justify, in the eyes of all nations, immediate war, 
That remedy, however, should not be used by just 
and generous nations, confiding in their strength, 
for injuries committed, if it can be honorably avoid- 
ed; and it has occurred to me that, considering the 
present embarrassed condition of that country, we 
should act with both wisdom and moderation, by 
giving to Mexico one more opportunity to atone 
for the past, before we take redress into our own 
hands.”’ 

In affording this opportunity to the Mexican 
government, the committee would suggest the pro- 
oe of pursuing the form required by the 34th 
artic e of the treaty with Mexico, in all cases to 
which it may be applicable. This article provides 
that “if (what indeed cannot be expected) any of 
the articles contained in the present treaty shall be 
violated or infracted in any manner whatever, it is 
stipulated that neither of the contracting parties 
will order or authorise any acts of reprisal, nor de- 
clare war against the other, on complaint of inju- 
ries or damages, until the said party considering 
itself offended shall first have presented to the 
other a statement of such injuries or damages, veri- 
fied by competent proofs, and demanded justice 
and satisfaction, and the same shall have been 
either refused or unreasonably delayed.” 

Alter such a demand, should prompt justice be 
refused by the Mexican government, we may ap- 
peal to all nations, not only for the equity and mo- 
deration with which we shall have acted towards a 
sister republic, but for the necessity which will 
then compel us to seek redress for our wrongs, 
either by actual war or by reprisals. The subject 
will then be presented before congress at the com- 
mencement of the next session, in a clear and dis- 
tinct form, and the committee cannot doubt but 
that such measures will be immediately adopted as 
may be necessary to vindicate the honor of the 
country, and ensure ample reparation to our injured 
fellow citizens. They leave the mode and manner 
of making this demand to the president of the 
United States. 

Before concluding their report, the committee 
deem it necessary to submit a few remarks upon 
the conduct of Mr. Gorostiza, the late envoy extra- 
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the Mexi- 
can republic to the United States. In regard to 
that functionary, they concur fully in opinion with 
Mr. Forsyth, that he was under the influence of 
prejudices which distorted and discolored every ob- 
ject which he saw whilst in this country. On the 
15th of October, 1836, he terminated his mission 
by demanding his passports. And for what reason? 
Beeause the president refused to recall the orders 
which he had issued to the general commanding 


Texas, directing him to pass the frontier, should it 
be found a necessary measnre of self-defence; but 
prohibiting him from pursuing this course unless 
the Indians were actually engaged in hostilities 
against the citizens of the United States, or he had 
undoubted evidence that such hostilities were in- 
tended, and were actually preparing within the 
Mexican territory. 

A civil war was then raging in Texas. The 
Texian troops occupied positions between the 





forces of Mexice and the warlike and restless tribes 


the forces of the United States in the vicinity of 
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of Indians along the frontiers of the United States. 

It was manifest that Mexico could not possibly re- 

strain by force these tribes within her limits from 

hostile incursions upon the inhabitants of the Unit- 

ed States, as she had engaged to do by the 33d ar- 

ticle of the neve No matter how strong may 

have been her inclination, the ability was entirely 

wanting. Under such circumstances, what became 

the duty of the president of the United States? If 
he entertained reasonable apprehensions that these 

savages meditated an attack trom the Mexican ter- 

ritory against the defenceless citizens along our 
frontier, was he obliged to order our troops to stand 

upon the line, and wait until the Indians, who 
know no rule of warfare but indiscriminate carnage 

and plunder, should actually invade our territory? 

To state the proposition is to.answer the question. 

Under such circumstances, our forces had a right, 

both by the law of nations and the great and uni- 

yersal law of self-defence, to take a position in 

advance of our frontier, in the country inhabited 
by these savages, for the purpose of preventing 
and restraining their incursions. 

The Sabine is so distant from Washington, that 
it became absolutely necessary to intrust this dis- 
cretionary power to the commanding general. If 
the president had not issued such orders in advance, 
all the evils might have been inflicted before the 
remedy could have been applied; and in that event 
he would have been justly responsible for the mur- 
ders and devastation which might have been com- 
mitted by the Mexican Indians on citizens of the 
United States. 

When these discretionary orders were issued to 
general Gaines, they were immediately communi- 
cated to Mr. Gorostiza, in the most frank and 
friendly spirit. The fullest explanations of the 
whole proceeding were made to him, and he was 
over and over again assured that this occupation of 
the Mexican ter-itory, should it become necessary, 
would be of a limited, temporary and purely de- 
fensive character, and should continue no longer 
than the danger existed; that the president solemn- 
ly disclaimed any intention of occupying the terri- 
tory beyond the Sabine with the view of taking 
possession of it as belonging to the United States; 
and that this military movement should produce no 
effect whatever upon the boundary question. 

The committee believe that Mr. Gorostiza ought 
to have been satisfied with these explanations.— 
But they failed to produce any effect upon his 
mind. Without instructions from his government, 
he retired from his mission upon his own responsi- 
bility. This was not all. Before he left the U. 
States he published a pamphlet, containing a por- 
tion of his correspondence with our government 
and with his own, from which latter it appears that, 
whilst engaged upon the business of his special 
mission here, he was making charges of bad faith 
against the United States to the Mexican secretary 
of foreign relations. The committee will not en- 
large upon the glaring impropriety of such conduct. 
The publication of such a pamphlet by a foreign 
minister, in the country to which he has been ac- 
credited, before taking his departure, can be consi- 
dered in no other light than as an appeal to the peo- 
ple against the acts of their own government. It 
was a gross violation of that diplomatic courtesy 
which ought ever to be observed between inde- 
pendent nations, and deserves the severest condem- 
nation. This act was still more extraordinary 
when we consider that it almost immediately fol- 
lowed the note of Mr. Dickens to him, of the 20th 
October, 1836, assuring him that the president 
would instruct Mr. Ellis to make such explanations 
to the Mexican government of the conduct of that 
of the United States as he believed would be satis- 
factory. 

The committee regret to learn, from the note of 
Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth of the 9th December last, 
that the Mexican government has publicly approved 
of the conduct of its minister whilst in the United 
States. They trust that a returning sense of jus- 
tice may induce it to reconsider this determination. 
They are willing to believe that it never could have 
been made, had that government previously receiv- 
ed the promised explanation of the president, con- 
tained in the letter of Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ellis of 
the 10th December, 1836, which, unfortunately, 
did not reach Mexico until after the latter had 
taken his departure. This letter, with the presi- 
dent’s message at the commencement of the present 
session of congress, cannot fail to convince the 
Mexican government how much they have been 
misled by the representations of their minister. 

After a full consideration of all the cireumstan- 
ces, the committee recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the senate concur in opinion with 
the president of the United States that another de- 


grievances from the Mexican government, the mode 


and manner of which, under the 34th article of the 
treaty, so far as it may be applicable, are properly 
confided to his discretion. They cannot doubt, 
from the justice of our claims, that this demand 
wil! result in speedy redress; but should they be 
disappointed in this reasonable expectation, a state 
of things will then have occurred which will. make 
it the imperative duty of congress promptly to con- 
sider what further measures may be required by 
the honor of the nation and the rights of our injured 
fellow citizens. 

Ordered, That 2,000 extra copies of the above 
report be printed. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

February 20. A memorial was presented by 
Mr. Clay, from a very large number of persons, 
who stated themselves to be American authors 
and friends of literature, calling the attention of 
congress to the subject of copy-right laws, and 
expressing an anxious wish that those laws might 
be so modified as to extend their benefits to fo- 
reign authors. Mr. C. further remarked that the 
evidences in favor of the measure of granting 
copy-rights to foreign authors were so strong, as 
not to leave a doubt on any mind of its favorable 
reception by the country. Under these circum- 
stances, he said, he should call up the bill, grant- 
ing such rights, as soon as convenient. The me- 
morial was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Prentiss presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citiizens of Sheffield, in Vermont, praying 
for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia; and moved that it be re- 
ceived, and referred to the committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the motion to receive 
was ordered to be laid on the table. 

Other petitions, &c. were presented by Messrs. 

Wright, Davis, Bayard, Southard, Tomlinson, Ew- 
ing, of Illinois, Robbins and Linn, all of which 
were referred. 
Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, on 
a senate resolution of the 5th of January, reported 
a bill anthorising the payment of compensation to 
agents and the attorneys of agents, under certain 
treaties with foreign powers allowing indemnities. 
Read, and ordered to a second reading 

Mr. Wright, from the same committee, reported, 
without amendment, the bill, recommitted to them, 
anticipating the payment to claimants of the French 
and Neapolitan indemnities. 

Mr. Southard, from the committee on naval af- 
fairs, made an unfavorable report on the message of 
the president of the United States, and the petition 
of citizens of Charleston, South Carolina, in rela- 
tion to the establishment of a navy yard south of 
Chesapeake bay. The report was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed, with the accompa- 
nying documents. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
the bill referred to them, for the establishment of a 
naval academy, with two amendments; which were 
read. 

Mr. White, from the committee on Indian affairs, 
reported the bill from the house referred to them, 
making appropriations for the current expenses of 
the Indian department, and for Indian annuities for 
the year 1837, with several amendments; which 
were read; and Mr. W. gave notice that he should 
call the bill up to-morrow. 

Mr. Rives presented the memorial of the univer- 
sity of Virginia, asking a change in the copy-right 
laws in favor of foreign authors. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration (on 
its third reading) of the following joint resolution: 

Resolved, &c. That the joint committee on the 
library be, and they are hereby, authorised and 
empowered to contract for and purchase, at the sum 
of thirty thousand dollars, the manuscripts of the 
late Mr. Madison, referred to in a letter from Mrs. 
Madison to the president of the United States, dated 
fifteenth of November, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
six, and communicated in his message of the sixth 
of December, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, con- 
ceding to Mrs. Madison the right to use copies of 
the said manuscripts in foreign countries as she 
may think fit. ck 

A long debate ensued on this resolution in which 
Messrs. Calhoun, Preston, Webster, Niles, Critten- 
den, Rives and Clay participated. 

The question on the passage of the resolution 
was then decided by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Kent, Linn, Lyon, 
McKean, Mouton, Norvell, Parker, Preston, Rives, 
Robbins, Robinson, Southard, Spence, Strange, 
Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Webster, White, Wright 


] 


NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Davis, Hubbard, King, 
of Alabama, Knight, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, 
Niles, Page, Prentiss, Ruggles, Swift, Tipton—14. 
So the resolution was passed, and sent to the 
house of representatives for concurrence. 

Mr. Wright, pursuant to notice given on Satur- 
day, moved to take up the bill for the reduction of 
the tariff. Mr. Bayard pressed for the resumption 
of the Choctaw land bill, as the unfinished y 
ness. The question being taken on Mr. Wright’s 
motion, it was negatived: ayes 13, noes not count- 
ed. 


_The senate then resumed the consideration of the 
bill for confirming certain contingent locations of 
land in the state of Mississippi, &c. 

The question being on Mr. Black’s amendment 
to strike out certain sections of the bill, as stated 
in Saturday’s report, and substitute others therefor, 
After some remarks from Mr. White, which he 
concluded by reading an amendment he intended 
to move as a substitute for the whole bill, Mr. 
Black, consented to withdraw his amendment. Mr. 
White thereupon moved his substitute for the whole 
bill, which proposes a board of commissioners to 
examine the claim of each Choctaw Indian, and 
make a particular report of all the facts to congress 
at its next session. Mr. Bayard moved an amend- 
ment to it, which, after a desultory conversation, 
was withdrawn. Mr. White’s substitute was there- 
upon agreed to, the blanks filled with $3,000 as 
salary for each commissioner, $2,000 for the dis- 
trict attorney, $1,500 for a clerk, and the bill limit- 
ed to the Ist of March, 1838. It was then reported 
to the senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


Mr. Tipton endeavored to get up a bill supple- 
mentary to the act for the removal of the Indians 
west of the Mississippi; but the senate refused at 
this time to consider it, and, 

On motion of Mr. Southard, proceeded to take 
up the calendar, and consider the bills thereon in 
their respective order. 


The following bills were considered as in com- 
mittee of the whole, reported to the senate, and re- 
spectively ordered to a third reading, viz: 

A bill to authorise the employment of boys in the 
naval service. (Briefly explained by Mr. Southard.) 
A bill in addition to an act entitled an act to pro- 
vide more effectually for the settlement of the ac- 
counts between the United States and the receivers 
of public money. A bill for the relief of Tench 
Ringgold. A _ bill authorising certain internal im- 
provements in Florida. A bill for the completion 
of certain internal improvements in Florida. A bill 
authorising the location of the Gainesville and Nar- 
keeta rail road, chartered by the states of Alabama 
and Mississippi, through the public lands. A bill 
to authorise the Ohio rail road company to locate a 
rail road through the public lands. A bill for the 
completion of the improvement of certain rivers and 
roads in Florida. <A bill making appropriation for 
the completion of certain military roads in Arkan- 
sas. (On this bill some debate arose, from attempts 
by Mr. Norvell and Mr. Moore to attach to it amend - 
ments for certain roads in Michigan and Alabama; 
but the one was withdrawn, and the latter rejected 
by yeas and nays). 

Mr. Norvell gave notice of his intention to intro- 
duce a bill for the construction of a military road in 
Michigan. Mr. Walker, that he should to-morrow 
call up for consideration his resolution for recogniz- 
ing the independence of Texas. 

The senate then went into executive business; 
and afterwards adjourned. 


February 21. Mr. Hubbard presented the creden- 
tials of the hon. Franklin Pierce, elected United 
States senator from New Hampshire for six years 
from the 3d of March next. 

Petitions praying the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia were pre- 
sented— 

By Mr. Davis: From sundry inhabitants of Pax- 
ton, Massachusetts, from George Haskell and others, 
and from Nathaniel Taylor and others. And by 
Mr. Knight, from inhabitants of Rhode Island. 

Which petitions were severally objected to by 
Mr. Walker, and the question of reception laid on 
the table, on motion of Mr. Grundy. The petitions 
thus not being received, 

Other petitions were presented by Mr. Webster 
and Mr. Ewing, of Illinois, all referred. 

Mr. Davis presented the memorial of Joshua 
Jones and others in relation to the evils to be ap- 

rehended from the immigration of foreigners, in 
its present and increasing extent, and praying an 
investigation of the subject. Laid on the table, 

Several committees were discharged from the 
consideration of business referred to them. 

Mr. Lyon, on leave, introduced a bill granting to 
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of the public lands within her limits, from January 
Ist, 1834, to July Ist, 1836. Read twice, and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. Buchanan gave notice that he should, on 
Tuesday next, ear up the report of the committee 
on foreign relations on the subject of our relations 
with Mexico. 

By Mr. Preston—Resolved, That the secretary of 
war be authorised to extend the experiments on 
fire arms authorised to be made by a former resolu- 
tion of the senate, to such other improvements as 
may be presented, and as may be thought deserving 
of such experiments. 

By Mr. Tomlinson—Resolved, That the commit- 
tee on pensions be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of reviving the act of May 24th, 1828, 
to provide for persons who were disabled by known 
wounds, received in the revolutionary war. 

The bills ordered to a third reading on yesterday, 
were read a third a time, passed, and sent to the 
house of representatives for concurrence. 

On the bill making appropriations for certain 
military roads in Arkansas, the yeas and nays were 
taken on the call of Mr. King, of Geo. and were as 
follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing, of Illinois, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hendricks, Kent, Linn, McKean, Ni- 
cholas, Norvell, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, South- 
ard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Webster, 
Wright—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Calhoun, King, 
of Ala. King, of Georgia, my Moore, Morris, 
Page, Parker, Preston, Rives, Strange, Tomlinson, 
Wall—15. 

Mr. Wright moved to take up the bill reducing 
the duties on certain imported articles. Mr. Clay 
said, before voting on this motion, he wished to 
inquire of the senator whether it was intended that 
the bill should pass in its present shape, or that 
ent articles should be stricken from it. He 

elieved the senate generally would agree to a re- 
duction of the duties on all except protected ar- 
ticles. Mr. Wright said it was impossible to an- 
swer this question. He merely wished the senate 
to take up the bill and act upon it, as they should 
think proper. He had no instructions from the 
committer, and he was not prepares himself to 
move to strike out any part of the bill. Mr. Calhoun 
said he believed there would be no dispute about 
the reduction of a large proportion of the articles; 
the others would be indicated by the discussion on 
the bill. Mr. Walker said he should vote against 
the motion to take up the bill, because he hoped the 
senate would take up to-day the subject of recog- 
nizing the independence of Texas. Mr. Calhoun pre- 
ferred to try first the question on Mr. Wright’s mo- 
tion, and, if that should fail, the question on Texas 
might then be tried. Mr. Wright said if the sub- 
ject was doubtful in the minds of a majority of the 
senate, he was not disposed to worry the body. 
He would regard a refusal to take up the bill now 
as amounting to a refusal to act upon it at the pre- 
sent session. He would, therefore, ask for the yeas 
and nays on the question; which were ordered. 
Mr. Clay said he should certainly vote for taking 
up the bill now, after what Mr. W. had said, be- 
cause a bill passed the senate at the last session for 
reducing the duties on all the articles enumerated 
in this bill, with three or four exceptions. He 
wished moreover to know what was the intention 
of Mr. W. and other senators on this subject, and 
to ascertain whether they really intended to pre- 
serve the general policy of the compromise. Mr. 
Webster said he considered it as very important that 
the bill should be taken up. He deemed it the in- 
dispensable duty of congress to reduce the tariff su 
far as it could be done without interfering with 
protected articles. Mr. Calhoun also urged the 
importance of taking up the bill now, and hastening 
its progress. Mr. Buchanan said the legislature of 
Pennsylvania had instructed him and his eres 
on this subject; and although the instructions had 
not yt arrived, he knew this morning that they 
had passed, and that they instructed them to vote 
against any reduction of the tariff as it was estab- 
lished in March, 1833, on the principle that to touch 
this subject at all might endanger their interests. 
Mr. B. confessed, though he held the opinions of 
the legislature in high respect, that, had it not been 
for these instructions, he should have voted to take 
off the duties entirely, so far as it would not in- 
terfere with protection, aud would not violate the 
compromise act; and he would have done it on the 
principle of throwing useless lumber overboard for 
the purpose of saving the valuable part of the cargo. 
But he now felt bound to act according to his 1n- 
structions, and would. certainly bow to them with 
the utmost deference and respect. 

Mr. Cley said he hardly thought the legislature 
of Pennsylvania had gone so far as the senator 


rr Ae es The compromise act had expressly pro- 
vided that, if there should be any deficiency in the 
revenue, it should be made up by increasing the 
duty on articles below 20 per cent. and, on the 
other hand, if there should be an excess of revenue, 
it should be remedied by a reduction on articles 
below 20 per cent. so that, with the exception of 
three or four articles, this bill was in entire ac- 
cordance with the compromise act. And, so far from 
injuring the manufacturing interest, Mr. C. believ- 
ed it would be beneficial to it. They therefore 
ought not to hesitate to take up the bill, and pass 
those parts of it which would not interfere with 
protection. Mr. Buchanan said he was very much 
indebted to the gentleman for his commentary on 
Mr. B’s instructions. But, under his favor, he would 
construe them for himself. (Mr. B. here read the 
instructions, which were clear, explicit and impe- 
rative). 

The question on taking up the bill was nowtried, 
and carried in the affirmative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing, 
of Ill. Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King, 
of Alab. King, of Geo. Knight, Linn, Lyon, Moore, 
Morris, Nicholas, Norvell, Page, Parker, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Robinson, Southard, Strange, Swift, 
Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Walker, Wall, Webster, 
Wright—38. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Kent, McKean, Rob- 
bins, Sevier, Spence, Tipton—7. 

The senate, on motion of Mr. Wright, took up 
the bill to reduce the tariff. 

Mr. Wright laid before the senate a letter from 
Ellicott & Co. on the subject of the manufacture 
of chemicals, the small amount of duty that would 
be reduced, aud the great injury inflicted on our 
own establishments by making free of duty the ar- 
ticles of aquafortis, muriatie acid, bichromate of 
potash, chromate of potash, prussiate of potash, 
tartaric acid, Prussian blue, calomel, sulphate of 
magnesia, sulpate of quinine, Rochelle salts, and 
tartar emetic. 

Mr. Webster, after a few brief remarks on the 
impropriety of taking oif the duty on these articles 
without further information, moved to strike them 
out of the bill. [The bill proposes to admit them 
free of duty.] 

Mr. Sevier wished to except the articles of calo- 
mel, quinine and salts, as being the only ones in 
which his constituents had an interest; they took 
large quantities of them. 

After a short debate, in which Messrs. Knight, 
Kent, Davis, Linn, Clay, Buchanan, Sevier and Cal- 
houn took part, the question was put on striking 
out the residue of these articles, with the exception 
of calomel, salte and quinine, and agreed to. 

The question being put separately on striking out 
these, (1. e. retaining the present duty upon them), 
it was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Buchanan, Clay, 
Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, of Illinois, Kent, Knight, 
McKean, Norvell, Prentiss, Southard, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster—18. 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Clay- 
ton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, King, of Alabama, 


‘King, of Ga,, Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Page, 


Parker, Preston, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Spence, 
Strange, Tipton, Walker, Wright—24. 

So they were retained in the bill as free of duty. 

Mr. Davis moved to strike out the words ‘‘worst- 
ed yarn.”’ A debate ensued, in which Messrs. Da- 
na, Cuthbert, Preston, Wright and Grundy took 
part: when the motion prevailed—ayes 23, noes not 
counted. So worsted yarn was stricken from the 
bill, and the duty upon it retained. 


Mr. Davis moved to strike out the article of 
“olive oil;” and after a debate in which Messrs. Da- 
vis, Niles, Wright, and Cuthbert participated, the 
motion was negatived—ayes 15, noes 19. So olive 
oil was left free of duty. 


Mr. Wall moved to strike out ‘China, porcelain, 
and earthen and stone ware;” and after a debate, in 
which Messrs. Wall, Culhoun, Buchanan, Webster, 
Cuthbert, and Clay took part, Mr. Norvell demand- 
ed the yeas and nays, in order that, as this might be 
considered a test question, whether the senate 
would or would not interfere with the compromise, 
the opinions of senators might be ascertained. They 
were ordered accordingly, and stood as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, Clayton, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hen- 
dricks, Kent, Knight, McKean, Nicholas, Prentiss, 
Preston, Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, White—24. 

NA YS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ew- 
ing, of Illinois, Fulton, Hubbard, King, of Alabama, 
Linn, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, Rives, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Walker, 





Wright—20, 


———— 

So the article was stricken out, the duty retained 
and the principle laid down in the compromise a¢, 
cam plied with. 

r. Davis next moved to strike out the article of 
“common salt.”” On this motion a prolonged debat, 
ensued of great interest and animation, in whic), 
Messrs. Benton, Wright, and Preston, each occupied 
the floor at considerable length, and in which, not 
merely the immediate question of the duty on sajt 
but the general bearings of the bill, particularly j, 
its relation to the compromise act of 1833, were dis. 
cussed. 

Mr. Davis obtained the floor, and was about ty 
address the senate, when on motion of Mr. Website, 
the senate, at half past five o’clock, adjourned.’ 

February 22. After several petitions had been 
presented and referred, and several bills reporte, 
and ordered to a second reading, 

On motion of Mr. White, the senate proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill making appropriation; 
for the Indian department for 1837. 

Mr. White explained, at some length, the various 
provisions of the bill, and the several amendments 
to the bill proposed by the committee were consi. 
dered and adopted. 

Messrs. Sevier, Linn, Calhoun and Tipton partici. 
pated in a discussion, chiefly relating to the removal 
and location of the Indians; the most of which was 
rendered totally unintelligible to the reporter by the 
noise and lowness of speaking. 

On motion of Mr. [Vhite, the bill was amended 
so as to authorise the removal of the Indians to the 
west of the Mississippi, generally, instead of south 
west of the Arkansas. 

The bill having been stil] further amended, on 
motions of Messrs. Sevier and While, was ordered 
te a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Daris, the bill for reducin 
the tariff was postponed, and made the special or. 
der for to-morrow. And 

The bill authorising the public vessels to be en- 
ployed on our coast as relief-vessels, in the winter 
season, was considered as in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

‘On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill making Jersey 
City a port of entry, and for other purposes, was 
considered as in committee of the whole, and 
amendments offered by Messrs. Davis and Walker 
were ordered to be printed with the bill; when, on 
motion of Mr. Tallmadge, the senate adjourned at 
half past one o’clock. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Feb.17. On motion of Mr. Patton, the 
rule of the house was suspended for the purpose of 
taking up, on its first and second reading, the bill 
from the senate entitled ‘‘an act supplementary to 
the act entitled an act to amend the judicial sys- 
tem of the United States.” 

On motion of Mr. Gholson, the bill having been 
read twice, was referred to the committee on the 
judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Grennell, the bill from the se- 
nate providing for the compensation of the volun- 
teers from Tennessee and other western states, was 


read twice by its title, and referred to the commit- 
tee of claims. 


The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the secretary of state, transmitting state- 
ments showing the number and designation of the 
passengers who have arrived from foreign countries 
into each collection district of the United States, 
and in each quarter during the year 1836, according 
to returns made to the secretary of state, pursuant 
to the act of 2d March, 1819, regulating passenger 
ships and vessels. 


On motion of Mr. Sutherland, the same was laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

R. M. Whitney accused of a contempt of this 
house having been placed at the bar, the examina- 
tion of witnesses was resumed. 


Saturday, Feb. 18. By unanimous consent, Mr. 
Jenifer, from the select committee to which was re- 
ferred the memorial of the tobacco planters, and 
the resolutions of the general assembly of the state 
of Maryland, upon the subject of high rates of du- 
ty and restrictions imposed by foreign governments 
upon American tabacco, reported the following 
joint resolution; which read the first and second 
time, viz: 

Resolved, &c. That the president be requested to 


this country in France, England, Russia, Prussia, 
Holland and Germany, to negotiate with the respec- 
tive governments by which they are aceredited for 
a modification of the duties ‘and restrictions upon 
tobacco imported from the United States, and that 
he be also requested to appoint special agents to ne- 
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—— 
those countries into which tobacco is imported un-) 
fained der similar restrictions, that have no accredited re- 
ise act [ee presentatives from the United States. 

P This resolution was accompanied by an able re- 











icle of ort, going fully into the subject, which we shall 
debate publish hereafter. ] vine 
which By unanimous consent, Mr. Howard, from the 
Cupied committee on foreign aflairs, to whom the presi- 
hy not Peeedent’s message and sundry memorials in relation to 
n salt Texus were referred, reporied the following resolu- 
arly jr tions, which were read and laid upon the table, viz: 
re dis. Resolved by the house of representatives of the Unit- 
ed States, That the independence of the government 
Out to of Texas ought to be recognized. 
"ebster Resolved, ‘That the committee of ways and means 
e:” be directed to provide in the bill for the civil and di- 
| been plomatic expenses of the government, a salary and 


tfit for such public agent as the president may 
a determine to send to Texas. 


Several ineffectual motions were made to suspend 
the rule for the introduction of resolutions, &c. 

The unfinished business was the report heretofore 
made by Mr. Howard, from the committee on foreign 
affairs, in relation to Texas, and which is composed 
of the two following resolutions: 

Resolved by the house of representatives of the United 
States, That the independence of the government of 
Texas oughtto be recognized. 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be directed to provide in the bill for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the government, a salary and 
outfit for such public agent as the president may 
determine to send to Texas. 

Mr. Howard said he thought it would not be cour- 
teous to the other committees of the house to press 
these resolutions at this time, to the exclusion of all 
reports from other committees, who had been pre- 
vented for the last ten days from making them. As 
the house had been kind enough to allow him, by 
unanimous consent, to introduce this report at an 
unusual hour, he was not inclined to press it this 
morning. He would inquire from the chair whether, 
if he submitted a motion to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the subject until Thursday morning, 
for the purpose indicated, the resolutions would 
come up in anticipation of all other business? 

This motion gave rise to a long and desultory de- 
bate, which resulted in laying the whole subject on 
the table—yeas 98, nays 86. Mr. Williams moved 
to reconsider the vote—when Mr. .2. Mann moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table, which 
was decided in the affirmative, yeas 106, nays 90. 

The speaker said it would not be in order to sub- 
mit the motion to-day, but that it would be to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. Lewis said he hoped the friends of Texas 
would adopt that course. 

The speaker presented a message from the presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting a report from 
the secretary of state, and accompanying documents 
on the subject of our relations with Peru. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, the message and docu- 
ments were referred to the same committee of the 
whole to which had been referred the bill for the re- 
lief of William Tudor; and were ordered to be print- 
ed. 

Mr. Peyton asked the consent of the house to sub- 
mit a resolution that the house issue a subpena, 
signed by the speaker, to Reuben M. Whitney, re- 
quiring him to appear before the committee to an- 
swer certain interrogatories which he sent to the 
chair. [These interrogatories are directed to the 
fact of the authorship of an anonymous letter ac- 
companying Reuben M. Whitney’s letter to the pre- 
sident of the bank of Burlington, Vermont, and which 
said letter Mr. W. referred to as coming from an in- 
dividual high ia the confidence of the executive. ] 

Mr. P, said that the committee, by a majority of 
one, had refused to summon Reuben M. Whitney, 
because they doubted their power to do so; for this 
reason he had made application to the house. 

Objections having been made, Mr. P. moved a 
suspension of the rule, and asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and were—yeas 86, nays 
97. So the rule was not suspended. 

Mr. Peyton then moved a suspension of the rule 
to enable him to offer a resolution that a subpena be 
issued to require Reuben M. Whitney to appear at 
the bar of the house to answer the said interrogatory. 
Mr. P. asked for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered; and were—yeas 76, nays 102. So the rule 
was not suspended. 

The remainder of this day’s session was occupied 
in considering the navy appropriation bill in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Wednesday, Feb. 22. A large number of reports 
were made this day, principally by the committee 
on claims, all of which, calling for the action of the 
house, will be duly noticed when before it. 

Mr. D. J. Pearce, from the committee on com- 
merce, reported a bill declaring the assent of con- 
gress to an act of the state of North Carolina for the 
relief of sick and disabled American seamen. 

The bill having been read twice, Mr. D. J. 
Pearce, moved that it be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

‘K fter some remarks from Messrs. Parker, D. J. 
Pearce, McKay, Reed and Camberleng, the said bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to- 
morrow. 

On motion of Mr. McKeon, 

Ordered, That the committee on commerce be 
discharged from the further consideration of the re- 
solution directing the committee to inquire into the 
expeniency of regulating the pilots in the several 





ded to The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
lations the secretary of war ad interim, enclosing a com- 
munication from the officer in charge of the topo- 
rarious raphical bureau, from which it will be seen that, 
iments for the reason therein stated, it has not been, and 
consi. will not be, during the present session of congress, 
in the power of this departmnnt to comply with the 
artici. resolutions of the house of representatives of 21st 
moval of March and 11th of April last, requiring charts 
=h was of the harbors of Princeton, Nantucket, Great 
by the Point and Holmes’ Hole. Ordered to lie on the 
able. 
vended The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
to the the secretary of war ad interim, enclosing a report 
south and plan for the improvement of the harbor of 
White Hall, New York, required by a resolution of 
ed, on the house of representatives of the 13th inst. Or- 
rdered dered to lie on the table. 

Reuben M. Whitney, charged with a contempt 
lucing of the delegated authority of the house, in refusing 
ial or. to appear before the select committee of which the 

hon. Henry 4. Wise is chairman, was again brought 
e eM- to the bar of the house. The examination of wit- 
winter nesses was resumed, and the house was occupied 
of the (herein until ten o’clock, at which hour the house 
| read- adjourned, 

(Itis understood that there is yet other testimony 

Jersey to be given. ] ; 
S, Was Monday, Feb. 20. An ineffectual motion was made 
, and by Mr. Shields to dispense with the reading of so 
Valker much of the journal of Saturday as contained the 
en, on record of testimony given on that day in the case of 
ned at Reuben M. Whitney. 

The journal having been read, ; 

On motion of Mr. Gholson, of Mississippi, Reuben 

M. Whitney charged with a contempt of the dele- 
n. the gated authority of this house, in refusing to appear 
dais of before the select committee, of which the hon. 
w bill Henry A. Wise is chairman, in obedience to asum- 
sty to mons issued for that purpose, was again brought to 
ioe. the bar of the house. 

) The examination of witnesses was resumed, and 
heen continued, with a good deal of intermediate debate 
sie the on the course of examination. 

At alate hour, a resolution was offered by Mr. 

Tane to discharge R. M. Whitney from custody; 
he se- which (debate having been cut off by the previous 
olun- question) was adopted—yeas 102, nays 70. 

Sve And R. M. Whitney was thereupon discharged. 
aut Tuesday, Feb. 21. Mr. Pickens moved to amend 
the journal so as to state thereon that Mr. Gholson, 
Inica- of Mississippi, chairman of the committee appoint- 
state- ed on the part of the house to conduct the examina- 
of the tion in the case of Reuben M. Whitney, stated, be- 
ntries fore the vote of last evening to discharge Whitney, 
tates, that he had propounded fourteen questions to ano- 
rding ther witness, which were in the progress of being an- 
suant swered. [This statement, Mr. P. said, was made 
phger just after Mr. Lane handed in his resolution pro- 
viding for the discharge of R. M. Whitney.) 
} laid The speaker said it had not been usual to make 
such entries on the journal, which was a record of 
this proceedings, simply, and not at all a register of de- 
nina- ates. 
| After a few remarks from Messrs. Pickens, Cush- 
, Mr. ing, and G. Lee, the proposed amendment was dis- 
18 Te- azreed to. 
and By general consent, Mr. Adams presented a let- 
state ter from the governor of the commonwealth of Mas- 
f du- sachusetts, in relation to the claim of that state on 
nents the government; which was referred to the commit- 
wing tee of ways and means. 
cond _Mr. Adams asked leave to present certain peti- 
tions; which being objected to, Mr. A. moved to 
ed to suspend the rule until 2 o’clock for the purpose of 
os of [me Calling for petitions in the order of states and terri- 
issia, tories. Mr. A. remarked that he had in his pos- 
spec- ession one hundred and forty-one petitions and 
d for memorials, which he desired to present; and asked 
upon for the yeas and nays on the motion to suspend the 
that rile for that purpose, which the house refused; and 
Oo ne- the question being taken, the rule was not suspended. 


ts of 


ports of the United States. The committee report- 
‘ed at length upon the same; which was ordered to 
i lie on the table. 

Mr. Jarvis, from the committee on naval affairs, 
'upon the resolution of the state of New Jersey, re- 


= 


lative to a dry dock, reported the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be di- 
rected to cause an examination to be made of the 
various positions not heretofore examined, within 
the waters of New York bay and its vicinity, which 
are adapted to the establishment and construction 
of dry docks, and to report their comparative ad- 
vantages and disadvantages to the house of repre- 
sentatives at the opening of the next session of con- 
gress. 

Mr. Galbraith, from the select committee upon 
the subject of banking operations and the re-issues 
of the notes of the bank of the United States, re- 
ported a bill providing for the punishment of re- 
issuing the notes of the late bank of the United 
States. 

Mr. Everett took this occasion to disclaim any 
participation in the bill or report, never having 
seen either. The committee met soon after their 
appointment, when nothing was done. They were 
to wait the call of their chairman for their next 
meeting. He now understood they had had a meet- 
ing some days since, but of this he had had no 
notice to attend. The first notice he had was yester- 
day, when the chairman said that the committee 
proposed meeting that evening, at the lodings of 
one of the members. Mr. E. informed him that he 
was too much indisposed to go out in the evening, 
but would attend any morning in the committee 
room at the house. He therefore disclaimed all 
0 or merit or responsibility for the bill or re- 
port. 

Mr. Mason, of Maine, moved that 5,000 copies 

be printed. [Lies over.] 
r. Thomas, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported, with amendments, the senate bills entitled 
‘an act supplementary to the act entitled an act 
to amend the judicial system of the United States,” 
and “an act to alter and amend the act for the 
unishment of certain crimes against the United 
tates,” approved 30th April, 1790, and, without 
amendment, the senate bill to extend the jurisdic- 
tion of the district court, of the United States for 
the district of Arkansas. The last mentioned bill 
was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Hannegan moved a suspension of the rule to 
enable him to submit a motion, that the house 
would take a recess this day from half past one to 
four o’elock. 

Objections having been made, Mr. H. moved a 
suspension of the rules to allow him to make the 
motion. On thatmotion Mr. F. Whittlesey called for 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 103, nays 76, (not two-thirds.) So the rule 
was not suspended. 

Several other ineffectual attempts were made to 
suspend the rules for the purpose of taking tip bu- 
siness not in order. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the secretary of the treasury, relative to 
claims to lands in Louisiana, in obedience to a re- 
solution of the house of representatives of the 26th 
December last. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house passed 
to the orders of the day, and took up the naval ap- 
propriation bill; and after some time had been oc- 
cupied in considering the item ($400,000) for fit- 
ting out the ship Pennsylvania, which was advocat- 
ed at length by Mr. Sutherland, and opposed by 
Mr. Jarvis. The latter gentleman was proceeding, 
when Mr. Williams, of Kentucky, raised the point 
whether it was in order for the gentleman of Maine 
to proceed, there being no quorum present. And 
the very gentlemen (Mr. W. said) who had voted 
against the motion of Mr. Hannegan to suspend the 
rule were now absent from the house. The chair 
(Mr. Craig, of Virginia) at first decided that it was 
in order for debate to proceed; but, on subsequent 
reference to parliamentary law, decided that, in the 
absence of a quorum, business must be suspended. 
The chair then counted the members, and ascer- 
tained that eighty members only were present.— 

No quorum]. After some desultory conversation, 

r. Briggs moved the house adjourn. Mr. E. Whit- 
tlesey asked for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were: yeas 44, nays 69. [No quorum 
voting}. But the majority of members present re- 
fused to adjourn. Mr. Cambreleng moved a call of 
the house; which motion was rejected. Mr. Mer- 
cer suggested that a quorum was now present, and 
the speaker having counted, ascertained that 106 
members only were within the bar. Mr. Boyd 
said he was perfectly satisfied that no quorum 
would be present. e€ moved an adjournment. 
Mr. Cambreleng asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and thereupon Mr. B. withdrew his 
motion. Various other propositions for calls of the 
house for a recess, and for adjournment, were made 
and rejected; when Messrs. Granger and Briggs, 





having been appointed tellers, to ascertain the num- 
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ber of members present, reported one hundred and 
eleven. [No quorum.] After some other irregu- 
lar motions, Mr. Wise moved that the sergeant-at- 
arms be directed to go to the president’s house, and 
invite the members of this house to return. Mr. 
Reynolds moved that the house adjourn. Mr. Cam- 
breleng asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were, yeas 47, nays 70. [No quorum 
voting.] But the majority of those present refused 
to adjourn. After various other propositions, which 
were not entertained, Mr. Hannegan moved that 
the house adjourn. Mr. E. Whittlesey called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were yeas 
63, nays 56. So the motion was agreed to, and the 
house adjourned, (3 o’clock). 


THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate. After ather business had been dis- 
posed of, which will be noticed in our next, the bill 
of Mr. Clay to distribute for a limited time among 
the several states the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands coming up in its order, 

Mr. Clay said he was confident there would le 
no surplus of revenue if pending measures should 
be fulfilled. He would therefore not press the bill 
at this moment, and moved to lay it on the table, 
which was done accordingly. 

The senate continued to debate the general sub- 
ject of the reduction of the tariff, till the Intelli- 

encer of yesterday went to press. No decision 
had then been had on the duty upon salt. 

In the house of representatives. Mr. Cambreleng, 
from the committee of ways and means, reported the 
senate bill entitled ‘‘an act designating and limitin 
the funds receivable for the revenues of the Unite 
States, with the following amendment as section 4: 

“And be it further enacted, That no part of this 
act shall be construed as repealing any existing law 
relative to the collection of the revenue from cus- 
toms or public lands, in the legal currency, or as 
substituting bank notes of any description as a law- 
ful currency of coin, as provided in the constitu- 
tion of the United States; nor to deprive the secre- 
tary of the treasury of the power to direct the col- 
lectors or the receivers of the public revenue, whe- 
ther derived from duties, taxes, debts or sales of 
public lands, not to receive in payment of any sums 
due to the United States the notes of any bank or 
banks which the said secretary may have reason 
to believe unworthy of credit, or which he appre- 
hends may be compelled to suspend specie pay- 
ments.” 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the bill, with the 
amendment, were ordered to be printed, and take 
their place on the speaker’s table. 

A number of petitions, reports and resolutions 
having been disposed of, a resolution was offered 
by Mr. Cambreleng, that from and after this day, the 
daily hour of meeting of the house shall be ten 
o’clock, and that there shall be a recess on each day 
from three till half past 4 o’clock, which was, after 
several attempts to amend it, adopted. 

The house then took up the unfinished business, 
being the bill making appropriations for the naval 
service of 1837, which was amended and passed. 

After numerous ineffectual motions in relation to 
other bills, the house, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, 
went into cominittee of the whcle on the state of 
the union, Mr. Sutherland in the chair, on the bill 
making appropriations for the. support of the army 
for the year 1837, and was thus engaged at our last 
advices from Washington. 
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Growth of cotton in the U. States. Anarticle ina 
Jate number of the Mobile Register gives an inter- 
esting account of the cotton growth of the United 
States. It says that in only four ofthe states, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Florida, has the 
cultivation of cotton increased. The whole of the 
crop of the United States in 1836, was estimated at 
480,000,000 of pounds. The number of field hands, 
as correctly as could be ascertained, was supposed 
to be 340,000 valued at $800 each. The total capi- 
tal invested in the growth of cotton in the U. States 
was estimated at $800,000,000. The great increase 
in the demand of slaves has enhanced their value 
enormously, and therefore, the above may be con- 
sidered as falling far short of the actual value of pro- 
perty invested in the cultivation of cotton. 


Banking in Mississippi. ‘The legislature of Mis- 


sissippi have passed an act incorporating the Missis- 


sippt Union bank, with a capital of fifteen and a 
half millions of dollars. It is to be located at Jack- 
son, the seat of government, and to have branches 
in different parts of the state, for the accommodation 


of the citizens generally. 

Money in the south. A few days ago the books 
were opened at Savannah for the subscription of the 
capital stock of the Savannah insurance and trust 





company—$500,000 divided into 5,000 shares of 
$100 each. So t was the competition for the 
stock that when the books were finally closed it was 
found that no less than 342,202 shares had been 
subscribed, on which thirty per cent. or $10,261,260 
had been paid at the time of subscription. 


Resignation of Daniel Webster. The Boston 
‘“‘Courier’’ of the 17th inst. says—‘‘We have seen a 
letter from a gentleman at Washington, written on 
Tuesday, which says, Mr. Webster assured me to- 
day, that he should resign his seat in the senate at 
the end of the session. He says he has been four- 
teen years in succession a member of congress, from 
our state, and now must take a respite to attend to 
his own private affairs.” 3 


Indiana. The legislature of this state adjourned 
sine die, on the 6thinst. Her portion ofthe surplus 
has been divided—one half placed in bank, the in- 
terest to be applied to internal improvement; the 
other half to be loaned out by county commissioners, 
and the interest to be applied to the support of com- 
mon schools. 


A valuable pine tree. A tree which grew on some 
timber lands in Cuba, Allegany co. was felled and 
cut into saw logs last month. It produced 18 mill 
logs, nine of which were 12 feet long, and the 
others 16 feet long. These 18 logs, shea sawed, 
would average 300 feet of inch boards, one-half 
clear stuff. The boards obtained from the single 
tree are worth, on the spot, ninety dollars! A very 
handsome dividend. [Albany Journal. 


Mr. Loyall of the Norfolk district in Virginia, 
will not be a candidate for re-election to congress. 


Large oxen. Two oxen raised in New Bedford, 
were slaughtered this week, which weighed when 
dressed 2,800 lbs. The weight of each of them was 
as follows—Ist ox, one side 585 Ibs. one do. 577, 
tallow 203, hide 130—total 1,495 lbs. 2d ox, one 
side 512 Ibs. one do. 511, tallow 163, hide 119. 


Flour in Troy, New York. The last Troy Budget 
an that there is less flour now in Troy, and less 
wheat, than has been found here, at the same sea- 
son of the year, for many years past. Leta few 
facts and comparisons illustrate our position. Last 
year at this time there were in the city nearly 
30,000 barrels of flour. At this time the whole 
quantity does not exceed 4,000 barrels. Then flour 
sold at 7 dollars, now at 12 dollars per barrel. One 
house had at this time last year, wheat on hand 
sufficient for 2,000 bbls. of flour. At this time there 
are not 200 bushels of wheat here. Such is the dif- 
ference found by the contrast between the winters 
of 1836 and 1837. It is believed by experienced 
men that the supply of flour in the city now is not 
more than sufficient for 3 or 4 weeks ordinary de- 
mand. 


It is stated as a fact, whieh redounds much to the 
credit of Adams county, Pennsylvania, that there 
is not a single individual confined in the public pri- 
son at this time, either for crime or debt. 


Herring. The Yarmouth (Mass.) Register re- 
lates of this interesting fish, that, in the year 1831, 
Ebenezer N ye and others, of Falmouth, for the pur- 
pose of admitting herring, opened an outlet from a 
fresh water pond, through the land, to the sea. To 
give the experiment a fair trial, they put afew dozen 
of live herrings intothe pond. The second year af- 
ter a few eapitoah were observed ascending the out- 
let into the pond, and since their numbers have been 
annually increasing? Last year twenty-five barrels 
were taken. 


A snow storm in Vermont. The annexed sketch of 
a real snow storm is from a late letter: 

‘‘Never talk to me again about snow storms; you 
know nothing about them. I wish you could just 
peep at the snow here; we are almost buried in it. 
Absolutely, when Jimmy went on Monday morning 
to milk the cows, he was obliged to jump out of the 
second story window, the doors could not be opened; 
of course he was buried, but as the snow was light, 
he scrambled out. In the course of the day, with 
the assistance of men and horses, we got a little 
cleared out, so that it was possible to get to the wood 
shed, at least.” 


Ne-ah-mi-co, a distinguished chief and warrior of 
the Creek nation, died a few weeks ago near Fort 
Gibson. He was one of the principal hostile chiefs 
who committed the late massacres in Alabama, and 
was among the first party of emigrants who were 
sent through Arkansas state last fall to their new 
courftry. 


Gen. Scott. A public dinner, in testimony of con- 
tinued personal regard and undiminished confidence 
in his gallantry and patriotism, was last week ten- 
dered to maj. gen. Winriecp Scott, at Richmond, 
by a number of citizens, and members of the legis- 





on the ground of the delicacy of his Sesition — 
military man, with the result of an official jn," 
in his case then yet in suspense, (which has } 
since still further suspended by the executive), 


respectfully requested to notify the author of « 


day last, apparently intended for me, inasmuch as it 


———— 


NQuiry 
Cen 


Gen. Gaines, has addressed the following to the 


editor of the Frederick (Md.) « Times.” 


The editor of “the Times” of Frederick, Ma. j 


Acrostic,”’ which appeared in the Times of Thu 


embraces my name, that I have no claim whateye 
to the honors of the victory usually designated “thy 
sortie” from FortErie. Our excellent general, j, 
cob Brown, was justly entitled to all the honors dus 
to the commander-in-chief of the division in 1, 
achievement of that glorious victory. Respectful}; 
your most obedient servant, ¢ 
Epmunp P. Gaines, U. S. army, 
February 20, 1837. 


The Legislature of Alabama adjourned an the 23; 
ult. after the passage of 179 acts. One of the acy 
assed by them raised the salaries of all the judge, 
in the state. 

They also incorporated a number of rail road cop. 
panies, as follows: 

The Linden rail road company; Mobile and Ney 
Orleans do. do.; Eagle rail road and lumber company: 
Florida and Georgia rail road do; rail road from th: 
Mississippi line to Mobile; Lexington and Wood. 
ville fail toad company; Selma and Tennessee qj, 
do.; Tallapoosa and Coosa do. do.; city of Alabam, 
and Montgomery do. do. 


Valuable recipes. How to make flour cheap— 
Destroy it. How to make rents cheap. Tear dow 
the houses. How to make meat cheap. Exterinj. 
nate the catile. [N. Y. Jour. Com. 

To which the Philadelphia Herald adds— 

“How to make money plenty. Drive foreig 
capital out of the country, by showing Europeans thoi 
there is no protection for property or vested rights iy 
this country.” 


Soup houses. The following is believed to be: 
correct statement of the number of persons supplie! 
at four of the soup houses in Philadelphia. Ther 
is a fifth, for which no return has been had: 


Adults. Children. 
Southern 250 450 
N. Liberties 423 649 
Southwark 220 860 
Spring Garden 148 250 

1,041 2,179—Total 3,22 


Appointments by the president, by and with the «i: 
vice and consent of the venate. George A. Porter, 
be consul of the United States, for the port of Con 
stantinople. 

William H. Tracey, to be consul of the Unite! 
States, for the port of Guayama, in the island ¢ 
Porto Rico. 

William B. Slaughter, to be secretary for the ter 
ritory of Wisconsin. 


A deaf and dumb printer and editor. A newspt- 
er has been established at Canajoharie, in New 

ork, printed, published and edited by Levi 5 
Backus, deaf and dumb, a native of Hebron, (Ct. 
and educated as a charity scholar in the asylum4 
Hartford. 


Missouri. The population of Missouri is est: 
mated at 244,208 inhabitants, of whom 40,540 ar 
slaves. There are fifty counties in the state, ‘ 
Louis being the largest, containing 19,993 inbabi- 
tants. 

Missouri, so rich in internal resources, promist 
to possess one of the greatest iron companies in the 
world. A charter was recently obtained by a coll: 
pany to work the two celebrated Iron mountains o 
that state which they possess. The capital is fivé 
millions. A bed of anthracite has happily be# 
discovered near the Iron mountains. 


Anew freak. The Oswego Advertiser states tht! 
‘in a cavern in the side of a small mountain in the 
Niagara district, U. Canada, water is continuell 
oozing from the rock. This water freezes in su.° 
mer and dissolves in winter; that as water grow 
cold in autumn and winter the ice melts away, )t' 
as spring opens it begins to freeze, and form larg? 
icicles, so that by harvest, they may be convenien 
ly used to make ice water. Let those who 4 
versed in the freaks of nature give us the why and 
wherefore of this strange variation fiom her genet 
laws.” 


Hay imported into Boston from Scotland, bs 
been sold at from $22 to $25 per ton. 


The anti-masonic state committee of Pennsylv® 
nia, has issued a call for a state convention to be 





lature of Virginia. It was declined by the general, 
END OF VOLUME FIFTY-ONE. 


‘held on the 22d May next. 
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